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IN CE the Preſs i is open to Diſputes of the 
efl Concernment in Matters of Politicks and Reli- 
gion, I ſee no Reaſon, why the Art of DecyearR= | 

ING ſhould be efleem'd more ſacred, and remain .be 
only Subjef, an which a Writer may not freely deliver his 
Thoughts. Being conſcious to myſelf, that I write not for * 
Contention, that F advance nothing, but what I know or be» | 

lieve to be true, that in many Points Tendeavour to prove the \ 

Truth of what I aſſert, and that my Deſign is to inform the * 
Publick, not without a Proſpect of thereby doing ſome 12 1 
Service 10 my Countrey ; 1 may hope, that this Ess AY will be 
favourably received by the Reader, and give no juft Cauſe 0 ſq 
Deſpleaſure even to thoſe, whoſe Opinions T oppoſe, and whoſe" | 

Errors I detect. If, in the Proſecution of the Argument, Ted 

dave forborn to uſe the Terms Science aud Demonſtration, _ 

, in nflead of ules aud Methods, 7 have choſen! 70 


w 


5 ade a e the * 7 5555 of Dr. Wa LLIS, "nd 1 
25 own 22 that the Method of Decyphering i 1s va- 
7a Venatio: We muſt Iook for the Hare, where ſhe is not, 
"as well as where ſhe is; wwe ſumetimes weary ourſelves with 
beating the Buſh to 10 purpoſe ; we ſometimes ſtart the 
Game, where we little expefed to find it; but when that is 
once done, we are ſellicieuti YecompeiiCd by the Pleaſure we 
tale in the Purſuit. T's Jpeakout of Figure, we proceed with 
coeur Gueſſes, donec quid certi conſtat, as our great Mafler 
F expreſſes himſelf, or as he elſewhere ſays, till we ſhall hap- 
pen upon ſomething, that we may conclude for Truth. 
What that Certainty amouits to, or how ſtrongly doe may 
conclude our Diſcoveries for Truth, I have given an Ac- 
count towards the End of the following Diſcourſe ; and I hope 
I have done it with Clearneſs, and to the Reader S Satisfa- 
t Aion. If, after all the Care ] have taken, I have committed 
| any Miftakes throughout the whole Work, (as it is very poſ- 
» fible I may,) I ſhall be nm pon Conviction to own and to 
correct them. 

T begin with correfling an Error in ; Decyphering, which 
was occaſioned through Haſte, and not diſcovered ſoon enough | 
to prevent its paſſing the Preſs. In Sir EpwaRD Nicio- 
14, Letter to Lord Dior, of 26 Mar. 1646. publiſhd 
/ Fl Mr. CarTE, Num. 4.34, it 1s thus primed.” © Penden- 
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ART of DECTP HER ING.) 


HIL E Mr. Carte was compiling the Life of that veri- 

gy 70r20us5 Servant of the Crown the firſt Duke of Or, 
mond, one of his Papers, relating to that Affair, b. 
mere Accident came to my Hands. It was the Du- 


plicate of a publick Letter from King Charles I. to the then 
Marquis of Or mond, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, dated at 


Oxford, 2 Dec. 1645, and counterſignd by Sir Edward Ni- 


ſure written in Cypher, I eagerly applied myſelf to decypher it; 


more Labour and ſometimes with leſs, ſix or ſeven other diffe- 


I found it a much eaſier Task than I expected, and the Letter» 
is now the 414th Paper in Mr. Carze's printed Collection. At: 


that Gentleman's Requeſt I have ſince diſcover'd, ſometimes with 


rent Cyphers. 


B. Being 
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"ring: PRO 1 N this 108 the like Sen IF 
ave been defired-to publiſh ſomething concerning the Art „ 


derſtandings, more than to inform them. What ſort of Art it 


is, will in general be ſeen from the following Sheets; and tho' 
& TI do not propoſe, that upon the Peruſal of them the Reader 
| ſhall immediately commence Decypherer, yet I venture to pro- 

& miſe him, that he will find ſeveral Things in them worth his 
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* e eee, ; with which Requeſt I the rather comply, for 
that of late Years much has doen ſaid and ritten about it ſo 
| loofly-and-at random, that it has ſerved to puzzle Men's Vn- 


With regard to my 6wn Share in the Performance, I ſhall be 


careful to tell him nothing but the Truth, tho' I do not oblige 

myſelf, in every Particular, to tell him the whole Truth. For 
it has long been a Rule with us, and from the Nature of the 
4 Bs it ought to be ſo, not to divulge All that we know of the 
Matter; of which more hereafter. 

In the mean time I am to obſerve, that in a certain Caſe Dr. 
Wallis was occaſionally call'd the Father of this Art. Soon af- 
| ter, there appeard in the London Journal an unknown Author 
| under the feignd Name of Britannicus, who took upon him 
0 acquaint the World, that * © the Doctor never could be 
thought to be the Father of an Art, which was in Being ma- 


| < ny hundred Years, before he was born.” It is often very dif- 


 ficult, and ſometimes impoſſible, to decypher proper Names; 
nor am I much concerned to know, who Britannicus is. The 


himſelf is, that he is a ** Layman; that in one Caſe, thro' the 


(: t Inaulgence of the Houſe of Lords, he found no great Difficul- 


ty in hearing with his own Ears, whatever was neceſſary for his 


| own Satisfaction; and that u pon another Occaſion he alſo attended 


> | | at 


1 * See Remarks on the B. of R's Specch, pag. . col '2. Ibid. p. 34. c. 15 
bi bi Remarks on Mr, K's ax. 269 by p. I. Cole | | 1 


| | Sum of what I can collect from the Account he has given of : 
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at the ſame Place, as many others were 4 permitted to do. But, 
whoſoever he is, if he be a Perſon of Candor, he will the bet- 
ter bear to be freely told of the Miſtakes he has committed; in 
treating of an Art, in which, I. preſume, he does not deſire to 
be thought very expert. It would have been kindly done of 2} 
nim, if he had produced his Vouchers in proof of his Aﬀertion, * 
That the Art was in Being 'many. hundred Tears, before Dr. 
Wallis was Born. But I am perſuaded, that he had a confuſed. 
Notion: of the Matter Here, as he manifeſtly had in a#orber © 
= * Place, and miſtook the Art of Cyphering, or Writing in Cy» © 
= -hers, for the Art of Decyphering The former of theſe we al- 
= low to have been very ancient, but the latter, it L greatly miſtake 
not, will prove to be a more modern. Diſcovery. , 
Dr. Wallis has given ſo juſt an Account of Johannes Baptiſſa 
Porta, that I have but little to add to it. His Book De Furti- 
vis Literarum Notts, vulgo de Ziferis was printed at Naples 
1.563, at London 1591, and (with the Title alter d to De Occut- 
tis 9c.) at Strasburg 1606. As his Rules for Decyphering con- 
cern only implè Cyphers, ſuch are commonly Framed on pur- 
pe ſe to pus Perſons to a Tryal, and which are now well knowi 
to be mere 7 rzfles ; fo they are profeſſedly calculated for what 
ſhould be written in Latin or Italian, tho capable of being ac- 
commodated to other Languages. But the main Queſtion, 
which, I confeſs, Jam not able to reſolve, is this, Whether he 
were the firſt Man, that ever decypher'd without the Help of a 
Key. It is certain, that he thought himſelf the Firſt, who ever 
te upon that Subject. B 2 TEE © 
+ Remarks on the B's Speech, p. 2. c. 2% OO - 
He had not only his own great Skill in that Art of Mriting in Cyphers to 
have recourſe to; but he had then in Town with him a Perſon from Ox - 
Ford, very learned in the Art.” HBid. p. 10. c. 2, —— In what Art? Not the 


Art of Decyphering, but of Writing in Cyphers. However, I return. the Gentle 
man Thanks for the Compliment he deſign'd to a Stranger, as much as if it had not 
| ſufer'd in the Delivery. b 3 
+ *: de re-tamimplicata, præſertim autorem qui neminem habuerim, quem 
b. 3. cap. 4. p. 195. Edit. Argentorat. | 


= ſequi potuerim, &c. Porta, li 
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However that were, the Story is 


: a} >. * 
W. 10 4218 e 46 10 


1 racers, that the common Decypherers knew not, what to make 
4. of them. 


Whereupon the King ordered them to be laid be- 


ime, in which Porta flouriſn d, an exteibo na 
| Fa: at Paris." A Diſpatch of the Spaniards, 
. : itten in. another kind of Cypher than thoſe Ss 
| . - Cergepte nnch, ſent by that Court to Hranciſcus Nie- x1 
a, and Geoyphar'd by, him. BS Dr. Wallis ſays nothing of this 
2 in his enſuing Diſoourſe, it was probably unknown to! him at 
4 the Time, when he writ it. = 
particularly told us by Thuanus in the 129th Book of his Hi 1 
ſtory; where, after having ſhewn the Occaſion the Spaniards 
had for Cyphers, and wo abundant Caution iniuſing re he 
By Prooceds thus. ite 1 (IA x 
Such was that Cypher, e of above $00 Characters, 
= ce which they uſed in the deſtructive ten Lears War againſt us; 
eat which Time we intercepted ſexeral of their Letters of very 
WW ©. conſiderable length, giving a full Account of their Reſoluti- 
ons and Deſigns. But fo great was the Number of the Cha- 


of Porta, was in- 


4 » 


«. fore Vieta, who little expected ſuch a Task, and would have 


te been better | pleaſed with applying his Thoughts to any 


© once become Maſter of the Key, readily interpreted many 
ce other Letters of the higheſt Importance. This 
„ib Affairs into great n for full two Years; till by in- 


ce tercepting Letters of ours they diſcovered the Matter, and 


« were forced to contrive a new Cypher, inſtead of that which 
© they judged to be incapable of being decyphered. And to 
put the moſt.odious Conſtruction, they could, upon the Caſe, 
they induſtriouſly gave it out, eſpecially at Rome, that the 


King had acted in it by magich Art; for that they were ſure, 


* the Thing could have been done by no other Means; but the 


Report was entertained only with Scorn 1 e by: Men 


« of Sens: Y From 


_ . - p 
8 : « — 


put the Spas 


other 
* Subject. However, having acquired a Habit of cloſe Atten- 
* tion to ſerious Studies, he decyphered the whole, and being ³⁶ 


From 1 his Actount' 1 ablared, © An 
x. That here is mention made of common Deeyphe e 
als; qui. vulgo his in rebus induſtriam ſuam erercent. And 


what Wonder is it, provided Porta's Book: were puhliſhed at _ 
Naples ſome twenty Years or more, before the Time 6 that Thu 1 


anus ſpeaks of? 


2. That One very difficult cy pher was e by Vie 76/6, 


and that it is reported as a ze Thing, attended with no ſmall 
WT Surprize and Amazement. But when once the Spaniardt were 
WT fatisficd, that it was really fo, and thereupon formed another 
xF Cypher, we hear no more of his Decyphering. It is pity, no 


Specimens of this wonderful Performance were preſerved, that 


ſo we might have fully ſeen, what Sort of a Cypher it was, and 
how it was uſed. Ihe Want of which gave the Compiler of 


p the Acta Lip/ien/ia occaſion to ſay, that * © the Credibility of 


the Fact reſted upon the ſingle Authority of Thuanus”. N71 
don't believe, the Gentleman had the leaſt Thought, by this 
Expreſſion, to diminiſh the Character of that celebrated Hi: 


ſtorian, but 1 mention this to ſhew, that if Dr. Wallis haas 
Known, when he firſt attempted an intricate Cypher, that Viet 
had once ſucceeded in a like Attempt, yet this could have been 7," 
of no farther Service. to the Doctor, than as it might have en- 
couraged him to undertake, what was pot ble to be performed. 


Viera + died in 1603, Porta 4 died in 1615, and Dr. Wallis 
was born * in 1617. So that, in all Probability, here 1 is a great 
Deduction to be made from the many hundred Years, in which 


we were to have underſtood, that the Art of Dec prering hag 


been 1 in being, before Dr. Wallis was bern, 1 5 


; * Th hoc quogue genere Viets landes XC a) imd vincet, fi duraturo ad Po- 
1 10 * ſteros ſpecimine oſtendat, quod Illum fecille 


imur. ” Ep. Leibn. ad Wallis. zs Mar. 1697. Wall. Op. vol. | — 15 | 
1703. 
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5, the Dr. firſt came to ROE 
1 — -what uſe he made of it, we have had, tho 


= unkfairl | 
1 Ex has no Relation to his Political Principles, he-inight be 
7M I wiſh, 


well known, that he did not fo. He was publickly. charged i in his 
with“ having decyphe 


and every Step, 


But aſter all, the Account given us by Sendhbe is not ama 
neither, as to its main Article, is it frue. 
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to the Perſons, from whom he received them 
certain, that his manuſcript. Collection confiſts only of Capies, 
the whole being written by his. own Hand. But, which is much. 
more material, I can ſafely aver, that in this Collection there: 1s- 
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y — to this Art; — 


er Hands. But as his Skill in the Art of Dvv 


rina in one Reſpect, and very erroneous in the other. 
th for his own Credit and the publick Good, that he 


hid emplo his Skill in the Service of the King; but it is too 


Lifetime by Heum Stubbe, and from. him by Anthony Wood, Wl 
red (beſides others, to the Ruin of: many 

. loyal Perſons) the King's Cabinet taken at Naſeby, and as 2 
Fs Monument of his noble Performances, depoſiting the Origi- 
* nal; with the Decyphering, in the publick Fen. at Oxfora.” 
If this be what Br/raunicus * means by the Doctor's aſſiſting 
the- State in Diſcoveries, he will not eafily prove, that it. was. 
worthy: of a good and hone/? Man to have done ſo, tho he had. 
known the Art to be founded on the firſt Principles of Reafon, 
that he took in the Practice of it, to be attand- 


ed with ſtrict Demon/tration.. 


When the Doctor bad. 


ered any Letters for the Party, to whoſe Intereſts he was 


d, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that he returned: the Orginats. , 
This at leaſt is 


akkac 


not any one of the Letters taken at Najeby. Had the Doctor 
decyphered thoſe Letters, I know not, 9 he would: have 
{crupled to inſert ſome one or more of hem among the reft ; 
but 1 believe, that he decyphered none of them. We hall have, 
in . A 85 the Opinion of * n Ts upor 


* Remarks, p. 12. c. 2. 
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he Point, that no more of them were decyphered, thun thoſe” 
hich were found decyphered, or thoſe, the Reys to weh were 
hund. And indeed the Thing ſeems to ſpeak itſelf; for if tags 
zbinet were taken, (as it is agreed on all Hands, that it wa) hõFWw 
puld: the Keys of work rn es wg can we imagine 
he King to have lodged them, but in His Cabinet, together with 
e Letters, which were written by them? So that after all the 
lamour that has been raiſed, and all the Credit it has obtained, 
W is moſt probable, that Dr. Vallis had no Hand in deeypher- 
s the King's Cabinet taken at Naſehß. e nt” OR 2 
lan of having done conſiderable Diſſervice to the royal Cauſe, 
WD 1 gladly embrace the preſent Opportunity of making the beſt 
pology for him, that his Caſe will bear. „ 
I obſerve then, that a little before the Reſtoration we meet 
With him again, appearing not only under the Character of an e- 
Winent Decypherer, but of a Subject, who was diſpoſed to make 
me Atonement for his former Tranſgreſſions. This we learn 
om the Eugliſh Life of Dr. Barwick, p. 251, 2592. © Altho 
every different Perſon's Letter was written in a different Cy- _ 
pher, and that contrived with great Thought, yet they were 
all decyphered by the Art and Ingenuity of a certain very 
famous Mathematician, who was hired by the Rebels. For 
it was the very ſame Artiſt that made theſe Diſcoveries, who + 
(too officious to gratifie the Rebels) had (as was intimated 
above) decyphered his Majeſty's Papers, written alſo in Cha- 
racters, and taken at Naſeby Fight. Yet he had now at laſt 
this in him of a good Subject, that at this Time he diſcover- 
ed nothing to the Rebels, which much concerned the pub- 
lick Saſety, though he fatisfied ſome of the King's Friends, 
W that he could have diſcovered a great deal. But all thoſe 
whom it concerned being ſufficiently aſſured, that no Key of 
any Cypher had fallen into the Encmies Hands; it was 
LES: N , * thought 
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5 tiby the Help of bl — ul Dep "ebay . N finds ou 
= 2 moſt hidden Secrets of the Royaliſts; till Mr. Mam 
1 2 ee on to the Rt. Rev. Biſhop af E who 0 ia q 
F *< acquainted with this Mas hemalician, obtained of him ;ſbuy 
«Copies of thoſe Letters, as he chad decyphered them, and 
00 took Care: to have them delivered ſeverally to the Perſons *. 
d rote the Letters, who all acknowledged them for Ro. 
and left no room to doubt of the Decypherer's Art. 4 
The Body of the Doctor's Manuſcript conſiſts of 2 %7.P ages! 
in 4to, and was given by him to the publick Library in the 
Year 1653. A French Letter ſubſcribed Braſſel is dated at the 
Hague 4. April that Year, (this being the lateſt Date of any Pas 
per in the whole Collection,) and is left undec yphered. The In- 
troduction to this Collection is, what 1 here preſent to the Read 
er; and if, after the Peruſal of it, he will not give me Leave to 
call Dr. Wallis the Father of the Art of Decyphering, I believe 
at leaſt, he will find it hard to name any one before him, who 
has ever-laid down this eflential Obſervation concerning it, that 
an Artiſt may eaſily fail of Succeſs, when he does not meet with 
a Quantity of Writing ſuitable to the Difficulty of the.Cypher. © 
I ſhall only add in this Place, that how criminal ſoever it 
might be in a Decypherer, (ſuppoſing the very worſt of the 
Caſe,) to betray the King's Countels, break his Deſigns,” and ruin 
his faithful Correſpondents ; thoſe Confiderations are now at an 
End, and the Caſe is entirely altered. They that have the 
higheſt Reſpect for the Memory of the Royal Martyr, and the 
beſt Opinion of the Righteouſneſs of his Cauſe, are now the 
moſt forward to enquire after, and to publiſh, all the Remains 
they can meet with of his admirable Pen. If any Gentleman 
has ſtill by him a Treaſure of this Kind, which has not yet 
ſeen the Light, it would be worthily done of him to follow the 
maple of the Right Fnourable the Earl of Arran, by com- 
muni 
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Vunzeating it to the Fublick An Lf any N 1 e 
en in Cyphers, the Keys: to which are not found; 
3 . 9 kong needed not much Sollicitation, to prevail 
him 40 put them into the Hands of ſome able Decypherer,. 
the Intent that both Himſelf. and the W — ht havo t 
| e of e W a contain. 2 


JH AT L nicht not TH too n to FE to 
View this enſuing Collection of Letters and other 
papers, without ſignifying whence they are, or what 
they mean, and how far myſelf is concerned in them, 
| © I conceive it requiſite, that I ſhould give ſome brief Account 
thereof; at leaſt to ſatisfy. the Readers Exſpectation, who per- 
* haps might think himſelf ſomewhat uncivilly dealt with, if 
I ſhould not (as the Cuſtome is) ſay ſomewhat to him at the 
< firſt Entrance, but paſſe him by wholly unſaluted. | 
It is not unknown to thoſe who know any Thing of pub- 
« like Affairs, of how great Concernment it is, eſpecially in ci- 
vill Commotions, for thoſe who are to manage ſuch Tranſa- 
ctions, to be furniſhed with continuall Intelligence from their 
| © Correſpondents, yet fo as to conceal their Councells and Re- 
ſolutions from the adverſe Party. And to this Purpoſe, in all 
* Ages, much Care andInduſtry hath been ſtill uſed, how in 
Matters of Conſequence, to- convey Intelligence ſafely and 
: 4: © - | | 25 — _ 
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ke cernment, ſo no where more difficult, than in civill Wars, 


if not impoſſible to "diftineuifh Friends and Foes: 
© Upon this Occaſion many Methods have been invented of 


gi. not to bee intercepted by the Enemy, or if intercepted, at 
leaſt not diſcovered. And as this is no where of more Con- 


where the intermingling of oppoſite Parties makes it difficult, 


ſecret Writing, or Writing in Cipher, (as it 1s uſually call- 
ed) a Thing heretofore ſcarce known to any but the Secreta 
ries of Princes, or others of like Conditions: kat of late Vears, 
during our Commotions and civill Wars in England, grown 
very common and familiar; : ſo that now there 1s ſcarce a Per- 
ſon of Quality, but is more-or leſſe acquainted with it, and. 
doth; as there is Occaſion, make uſe off it. And though 
heretofore Men were perhaps contented with flight and eaſy 
Ciphers, (in compariſon of thoſe now in Uſe,) becaule even 
thoſe were then accounted ſufficiently ſecure from being dif- 
covered; ſcarce one Man in an Age being found who could 


decipher them; yet now the Fear of Danger hath made Men 
Jo cautious, and broyght this Art to ſo | great an Improve: 


ment, as that there is Tearce any now uſed dut ſuch as might, 


with very great Probability, bee judged.impoſſible to be diſco- WM 
vered without a Copy of that Key whereby they were written. Wi 
« Of this Sort divers have at ſundry Times been intercept- i 


ed, and brought to my Hands to decipher : And I have not 
often failed in. any that I have attempted, which was of any 
conſiderable Quantity, ſutable to the Difficulty of the Cipher 
wherein they were written: Divers of which I have here | 


tranſcribed in this Collection. 
If any ask, with what Confidence I durſt adventure upon 


a Task ſo unuſuall, as interpreting of Letters committed to Ci: 
Eder; ; 1 ſhall only Siye this Account thereof. 


xr: The 


- * 4 K a i p pi mas Atl - 9 9 9 £ "A nt . * of „ 4 9 at Cal Hh TT NEED th. ” 
" 4 m »» I 7 "I n 5 * r e I — KI OR * N n 9 8 , * . Sr - > oY LES, WF 4 po 4 * 4 © "6-54 
L 1 9 * 8 N 5 * Tra ä . 224 7 . Fax Rb 5 N * N Cz 4 * = ht 5 * 2 n * >> 2 . * 2 * 1 N ** 3 * 7 io 
COIs, Es», G r OD FIR . AY R > n * 7 2 - OS o LE? OR 9 rn I 
x g * . 22 8 r . * 8 3 4 TW » 1 3 * 71 1 * p e * * 
js N 1 > hs, nee 4 Mo f - , - - \ 5 
4 1 2 Jy ? 98 . 5 | - * 4 2 1 . 
a oe 0 - F — : 8 5 ew — 1 . 6 * N * . ; * * c : 7 17 
1 > ; 6 WY a ? . ' * 
4 Gn : Ft # * 
. | b me — 
7 


2 ö - 4 

— — : f 6 3 oh 

A # I 3 

> * i a 
- "4 4 4 5 * , 

% W- 1 
x 


e he firſt that I did attempt, was that which I have here 
c ſet in the firſt Place; and it was the firſt that I had ever ſeen 
ce written in Cipher : (For before | that Time as I had never 1 
cc heen acquainted with ſuch Ways of Writing; ſo much leſſe did 
© ] know what belonged to the Work of Deciphering, or indeed, 
« whether any ſuch Thing were at all fezible:) But the Let- 
ce ter, * ſoone after the Intercepting of it, being ſhewed mee as 
a Rarity; I was curſoryly asked, whether I could read it. 1 
« told the Gentleman that ſhewed it mee, I could not tell, 
« whether I could or not; but that if he would leave it a while 
« with mee, I would give him a further Account of it: Add- 
« ing withall, that if it were nothing but barely a new Alpha- 
« bet, as at the firſt Sight it ſeemed to bee, I thought it might 
© poſſibly bee done. The Gentleman, who did not ex ſpect ſuch 
« an Anſwer, told mee, Hee would leave it with all his Heart, 
« if I had any Thoughts of reading it: And accordingly did 
* 10, TO 4 5 - 5 
After Supper (for it was ſomewhat late in the Evening 
« when [I firſt ſaw it) having a while conſidered what Courſe to 
* take, I fet about it, and within a few Houres (before I ſlept) 
* I had overcome the Difficulty, and tranſcribed the Letter in 
a legible Character. 7 8 
This good Succeſſe upon an caſy Cipher (for ſo it was) made 
* mee confident, that I might with the like cafe read any other, 
* which was no more intricate than that: But I had no Thoughts 
* at all, that there would bee any Poſſibility of deciphering any 
ee ſo intricate, as ſome of thoſe I have ſince met with. _ 
© Upon the News of my reading this firſt Letter, I was ſoone 
* after ſollicited to attempt ſome others, which had been then 
lately intercepted in a Fzgare-cipher. But upon the firſt Sight 
* of them, I concluded the Work impoſlible ; and told the 
Si; a 
lt was intercepted by Si am ter hi 7 zhick 
„ © iS ae Waller, 1 his taking of Chicheſter, which 
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* 3 one beſore, 
« ture, that Cipher being onely a fingle Alphabet, and not in- 


65 ſeſt theſe were. 


ec 

y ug 

all. | 
gh In this ſecond Attempt I found, as I did exſpeR; the Cafe 
much varied from that of the for mer : For as that was one 
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« vaine abs t to 10 5 Purpoſe to attempt it.” 


yet that was. wholly of another Na- 


« volved with thoſe Intricacies, which it was ſufficiently mani - 
And fo I took no further Thoughts coneern- 
ing them, nor heard more of them, but ſuppoſe the Thought 


1 . of deciphering them was given over as a Thing deſperate. 
Not long after I was againe follicited in like Manner to en- 
a dea vour the deciphering of a + Letter from Secretary W inde- - 


« bank to his Sonne, which was ſuppoſed to containe Matters 


© of Conſequence. And allthough I had as little hope to ſucceed | | 
therein as in thoſe 1 had before refuſed to meddle with, as 
ing it a Work impoſſible : Yet I was by Importunity eee 


ed with to attempt it. 


cc 
s of the eaſieſt, ſo this ſecond was one of the hardeſt that I. 


* have ever met with. I found preſently upon the firſt Peru- 
& fall, that beſide other Characters intermingled, the numeralb 
IIs Figures were continued beyond ſeven hundred, fo. that all- 
though all the intermediate Numbers were not actually made 
Uſe of, (as it could not be expected that they ſhould )yet I 
« found that I had to do with a Cipher containing near 800 Cha- 
racters; without any of thoſe Advantages which in my former 
And I was. 


ye Attempt had afforded mee the greateſt Aſſiſtance. 
ſo much the more at a Loſſe, becauſe that I was wholly un- 
acquainted with the Way, either of Ciphering or Decipherin 


& (fave onely what J had learned from the former Letter,) for 


I had never ſo much as ſeen a Key to any ſuch Cipher, nor 


. ſueh Ciphers are wont to bee made uſe of. 


+ Dated at: Paris Mar. 1. 1641. French stile. 6 


b regueſted it, that 1 thought it Agde in 
For though I had 


knew from whom I might receive Information, in what Way 


How 


ed, . Yet n 4 . 4 8 5 v. eds Fol SE 
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hard à Task, that I did divers Times give it over as deſpe- 


© However partly out of oy owne | Curibfity, partly t 1 gti. 
fy the Gentleman s Importunity that did requeſt it, I reſolved | 


to try what J could do in it: And having projected the beſt 
Methods I could think of for the effecting it, I found yet ſo 


rate: Yet, after ſome Intermiſſions, reſuming it againe, I did 


at laſt overcome the Difficulty ; but with ſo much Paines and 
Expenſe of * Time as I am not willing to mention; though ' 
yet I did not repent of that Labour, when I had x int | 
thereby, that it was a Buſineſſe, which though with much 


Difficulty, was yet capable to bee effected. 


I was afterwards informed, that Baptiſſa Porta, and **. 


cc 


or two more, had written ſomewhat of that Subject, (which 
before I knew not;) upon this Information I was willing to 


ſee whether I might from any of them find any Directions, 


that might help mee, if I ſhould afterwards have the like 
Occaſion : But I found very little in any of them for my Pur- 
poſe. Their Buſineſſe being for the moſt Part, onely to ſhew 
how to write in Cipher, (which: was not my Work,) and that 
Things ſo written were beyond the Skill of Men to decipher.. 
Onely in Bapti/ia Porta (who alone if I miſtake not, hath 
written any Thing to Purpoſe about deciphering, and was it 
ſeemes famous in his Time for his Abilities that Way; . 


found that there were ſome general Directions, ſuch as were 
obvious from the Nature of the Thing, and which T had be- 


fore of myſelf taken Notice' of, and made ule of ſo farre as 
the Nature of an intricate Cipher would permit. But the 
Truth of it is, there are ſcarce any of his Rules, which 
the preſent Way. of Cipher (which is now much improved, 
beyond what, it ſeemes, it was in his Days) doth not in a: 


Manner wholly elude, any who. ſhall think it worth: 


„ while. 


* As T remember, Mr Blencowe has told me, that it was about a Quarter of a 


Year. 
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* he. nah (and conſequently the Negligence. of thoſe concerned 


) 


« while to > apply them to Practice ſhall ſoon find; ) thoſe. "a 


onely fitted to ſuch a Kind of Cipher, as it ſeemes, was 3 : 
that Time in Uſe, (ſuch perhaps as the firſt of. theſe Letters 


but can afford little or no Help in thoſe perplexed Ciphers, 


which are now uſed. So that I ſaw, there was little Help to 
bee exſpected from others; but that if I ſhould have further 


Occaſions of that Kind, I 'muſt truſt to my owne Induſtry, 


and ſuch Obſeryations as the preſent Caſe ſhould afford. And 


indeed the Nature of the Thing is ſcarce capable of any other 


Directions; every new Cipher allmoſt being contrived in a 


new Way, which doth not admit any conſtant Method for the 


finding of it out: But hee that will do any Thing in it, muſt 3 
firſt furniſh himſelf with Patience and S: gacity, as well as 
hee may, and then Con'/:nm in areni capere, and make the 


beſt Conjectures hee can, till hee ſhall happen upon n 


that hee may conclude for Truth. 
However the Succeſſe that I had allready had, made mee 


the more inclinable to the like Attempts afterwan at the = 


ee Solicitation of divers Perſons of Honour and Quality; where- 


in I have had ſuch Succeſſe, as the following Collection doth 
manifeſt. For which my greateſt Reward hath been the 
Satisfaction of my owne inquiſitive Curioſity, and the grati. 
fying of ſome Friends that have requeſted it. And indeed ] 
ſhould never have had the Patience to take that incredible 
Paines about it, which I have often done, had not my owne 


inquiſitive Diſpoſition in ſearching out Difficultyes been a 


greater Argument to perſwade mee to it, than any Gain-which 
either J have received or do exſpect from it : Though I know 
that leſſe Services than theſe are have been oft rewarded with 


4 greater Recompences than I look for. 


If any ask my Judgement concerning the Gondnefſa of the 
Ciphers here uſed, whether it were the Weakneſſe of the 


cc therein 


e therein in not contriving a better,) which did expoſe them to 
«. the Danger of being deciphered ; or that it is not poſſible to 
« invent any that may bee free from that Danger, I anſwer, 
« Neither. For, as I do not doubt but there may bee a Cipher 
« ſo intricate, as may bee beyond the Art of Man to diſcloſe: 
« So neither do I blame thoſe for want either of Skill or Care, 
« that made uſe of theſe. And if it bee conſidered, who the 
c Perſons are that make uſe of them, and about what Affaires; 
«© it will bee eaſyly beleived, that it is not likely there ſnould 
c bee any want of Skill to order a Cipher, nor yet want of Care 
« and Diligence to conceal their Affaires: The Perſons, many 
© of them, being Perſons of very high Quality; and others 
«© whoſe Employments have been principally that Way; and 
« the Contents of divers of them, Matters of higheſt Con- 
« cernment. And. therefore neither the Perſons likely to make 
ec uſe. of, nor the Buſineſſes fit to bee committed to a weak CE |} 
ec pher, or ſuch as might not bee. preſumed to bee out of the 
« Danger of deciphering. Some of them I conſeſſe are ſlight 7 
inough; as that of p. 133. which is nothing but an old Ci- 
pher (if it be worthy that Name) particularly mentioned by 
*Baptiſiu Porta; and commonly known to Schoole-beys; 
but ſecret inough for that which is written in it. And the 
like may bee ſayd for that of p., 211. which though it bee but 
an eaſy Cipher, yet the Matter did not require a better. That 
of p. 2.14. is not much harder than the former, nor was it re- 
quiſite it ſhould bee, for the Contents of it are not ſuch as 
needed a Cipher: But however I thought it not amiſſe to put 
that among the reſt, becauſe I have known ſome that have 
nad an Opinion of ſome ſpeciall Difficulty in deciphering fach 
* a kind of Writing beyond that of other Ways of Cipher: 
Which may hereby appear to bee. of no greater Difficulty than 
1 N | * 
e Alius etiam tritus eſt ſeribendi modus, quo ruſtici, muliereulæ, & pueri 
etiam utuntur, &c. Porta, lib. 2. c. 14. p. 123. 2 


e jit firſt came to my Hands, it was wholly new to mee aud 
„ unknown, having never {cen any written in that Kind of Short” ' | 
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« any Time been in Uſe; and if I were "myſelf to make Uſe of 
< a Cipher, though in a Buſineſſe of great Conſequence; I 


« theſe. 


_— Read $ iglography from LY, Sigla. Notæ, Short-hand. In the Latin Edi 


185 


333 the reſt. For ice, gh 1 find ſince the. nferting of it it ere; (as 
©] tid then fuſpeR)}- . it is onely 


* f Short- writing, which hee calleth * EH ans ing yer 2 wh 


% hand before, (though other Sorts I had ſeen often,) yet didit 
not coſt mee much more than an Hours Time to find on 8 
That of p. 1. is of the like Difficulty with thoſe before mens „ g 
tioned, containing onely ore ſingle Alphabet. Thoſe 3 
213. are likewiſe of the ſame Nature; which I did not! 
therefore inſert as if they contained any extraordinary. Dif. 
ficulty; but that it might appear, how {mall a Quantity, in 
aneaſy Cipher, may be detected; whereas in a Cipher of „ 
er Intricacy, a far greater Quantity is neceſſaryly required.” 
That of p. 198. and p. 200. is ſomewhat more intricate, by 
Reaſon of the Nulls intermingled: But yet may well out 
paſſe, if you will, for an caſy Cipher. | 

* But for the reſt (though they are not all of the like Ex 
cellency) I think the worſt of them may very well be ac- 
counted a good Cipher, and ſuch as a wiſe Man might well 
confide in: And though in the Iſſue they have not eſcaped 
« deciphering, yet I believe that was one of thoſe Things which 
« there was leſt Reaſon to fear. For my owne Part, I judge 
that many of them are written in as good Cipher as hath at 


2 


3 


would not deſire to uſe a better than . yea moſt of 


« I do not indeed deny, but thre 5 is, in the Uſe of the belt 
«© of theſe a poſſible Danger of being detected, (though even 
* that, before the Neri ſes of * Letters, — ſcarce 


* have 


tion of Shelton, printed at London in go? 28 it is called TONE "272 


Wn IRE * n F r a N * o 
83 9 - Read Yar res =; dt! 1 7 * I ERS er * r The 
FETT F A . e o 
» 9 2 NS FS 2. N E * ax — WO = J 8 4 
4 8 5 CCC De a Wy. 4 : * - 
2 5 r HEE LEFT RIS a ER b 
EE x e 2 6 . 3 b . L %* . 
* 4 * 


be 9 5 
1 ? 24 x: 4 
* * 8 

3 8 * 


e barten een, ri eny; bi it 
file tw Cöntride Pine ot nay; in Polt of. 
_— N phi ror 9 lee he | 


8 Times) f do fears b. heliev 11 at it will 

6. n 4 Way ines (hs 1A 
. i a affect ſbine more pe * 
J doubt not, but that is fu ok dae better gong Sill 
. 1y obnoxibus to bee diſcovered; {though hee perhaps m 
« 4 better Conbeit of it,) or elſe ar bee 10 extreain! 1040 
it uſo; both to Him tHat writes by it „ And to him tha 
« jt; that it will not admit of y tolerable 
r would certainly want 115 of thoſe Conveniencies, which, 
* the Figure · cip her, 10 eaſyly y demonſtrate. 2 i 
E If yer any ask mee, 12 ſhould' dare to truſt let 0 Gi 
© pher as I know may poſſibly bee deciphered, I fay, th f 
which will bee deterred by vety Poflibility of Danger, 25 | 
5 not at all meddle with ſuch Things as need a Cipher: For if 
* hee do, hee cannot avoyd far greater Hazzards, than that i 5 
It is but a Poſſibility, that the Letters written in Cipher ſhall. | 
* be at all intercepted: And if they bee, yet not all of them, 
bdut perhaps ſome one of many: And perhaps that one may 
be one of the leſt Conſiderable: Or if of Conſequence, per- 
L © haps it will never light 1 in the Hands of thoſe that will at-, 
W © tempt to decipher it: Or if they doe attempt it, per 
they may looſe their Labour. For though there bee a Pol. 
W © libility of deciphering it, yer-it is not every Man can do. it., 
Por of all thoſe Letters, which during the Wars have been, 
8 © intercepted by either Party, I do not know that there hath. 
< been any one Geciptesed, ſave thoſe that came to my Hands: 
And I believe that if thoſe had eſcaped my Hands, they had. 
ns likewiſe eſcaped that Danger. 
But do I think (you may ſay) that ſome others might = ih 
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„ more Ader jous.; ; not doubting, 117 that the OT. a 
r tractable Ci pher would countervail the remote Roflbibtgiof 
being diſcovered by the deciphering thereof. 


* think good, they may try their Skill upon them: Which are 


44 "all inſerted as you ſee them, before 1 thought of leaving any 
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1 But if any ſhall think that, becauſe it hath been done by 
* one, it is therefore ſo eaſy a Matter as that it may be done 
*by ahy, and do eſtimate the Danger accordingly, I have for 
= that Purpoſe, left ſome. (at the End) undeciphered, that if they* 


not therefore ſingled out as more difficult than all the reſt, (for 
« they are but of the fame Kind, tho' not. the ſame Ciphers; 
e with ſome of thoſe that went before,) but becauſe they 1 
cc ſome of the laſt that came to my Hands, and the reſt had been' 


in this Kind aer. | 107) A 3 ob 08 


«If 
: 4 


e If alp all wi gy! bh ik chi el 

« either to find out ſome more advantageous Way 

« theſe Ciphers, (tho it will” ſomethin W k to I 

« ſuch a Way, as th t fome e theſe hi 

« or at leſt ſoſfiewlla tquivalcht theteunts,) o e fott 

cc hetter Way of Cipher than any of theſe, (tho that alſe Y 1 : 

e not be very eaſy. bo do,) I am. — contented they ſhould 12 go. I 

« My chief Aim, in ſaying thus much being to acquit/thoſe,, 

ce whoſe' Writings have happened to bee declphioted, from, 9 915 4 

« gence or Folly, in making uſe” f ſuch Ciphers as they, ave. 

4 done, as if they had committed their As to aff inſu ficient. 

Cipher, or that it was merely from the Weakneſſe 15 The Tis, 

« pher, that they were detected, whereas they are, I 1 9 

„(many of them) as good as any that have been hitherto. 10 ; 

« or that are like to dee in Uſe Heap: And ſuch as Rh 3 

* ſtanding the Poſlibility of deciphering, I ſhould not (as I YA), 

c bee afraid, if I had Occaſion, to uſe myſelf hy : 

As for the Papers that J have here tranſcribed, I was not — 4 

« much ſolicitous in what Method to place them; and'there-, 

fore have, for the moſt Part, ſet thoſe firſt that came firſt o 

* my Hands. 

© Some few of them, in the beatkbicl, I thought it requi· 

« ſite to tranſcribe firſt in Cipher alone, that it may the better . 

A bee ſeen in what Form they came to my Hands; then the 

1 Interpretation by itſelf in a legible Character, that it might 

* with the leſſe Difficulty bee read; and afterwards both to- 

gether, (the Deciphering being interlined in a red Letter,) 

oh that ſo the applying of the Cipher might bee the more diſ- 

_ © tinly obſerved ; and laſtly the Key according as it 18 col- 

lected out of the deciphering, at leaſt io far forth as it is ac. 

_ © tually there made Uſe of. 17 
; But I did not think it abs to continue this Labour 
0 through the whole; and have therefore in thoſe that follow, | 
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< CQ1 aring. them with Matters of Fact, which; I might 
: 2 pro 11e attain. the Knowledge of : But in this Caſe. have 


cc. 
* 
5 Hog 50 8, and that it did not appear from other Circumſtan-- 
e *'ce5, Was of them was to bee taken; I have choſe to leave a 


5 elk forthe. ſupplying the Senſe; rather than by interpoſing 


995 few * Hogan mous Words, have taken che one e for ane | 


which were candidly acknowledg 5 by: a 2 Artiſt to bave bee Brow mage by N. 
13 r to the Words oncern, ro 
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2 os os careful have not e l 
T rors 51 ſpell Ling, or other manifeſt Miſtakes 
dit vs W men. there 9 Keen _ 


many F 


15 aye 1 times 13 7 able to collect, ee from Gir- | 
ances, appearing in the Papers themſelves, or at leſt 


22 
th 
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netimes forborn the mentioning of Names (even when “ 
2 have, done it) as not being at all material to a pre- 


& Tent urpoſe. | 
In ſome few Places, where I might upon Conjecture Jive 


the Senſe, yet becauſe the Senſe, might beare diffe- 


« Blank, allowing the Reader thelike Liberty of Conjecture with 


« my owne. uncertain Conjecture in ſuch Caſes, to give Occaſi- 
on 9 40 7 Rae to think, that I had as little Reaſon. for Jome 


e oe \ ords, which I have taken upon mee to determine. 
0 Tet; Ai not, think, but that it is poſſible that I may, unh 
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ters were then in Print, and may till be read. Before Britamicus communicated = 
this Particular to the Publick, ought he not, at leaſt for his Friends Salce, tu h e 
conſulted theſe Letters, and attentively to have weighed all en in them 
where any of the controverted Words were found? Had he done fo, we might 
have heard nothing from him of this caudid Acknowledgment; fo far as onè ay. 
gueſs from the Rowing Collection of Paſſages; in every one of which I have put 
the wrong Word inſtead of the right, that it. may be the more clearly diſcerned, 
r | 1 94 org tt 
| Letter to Chivers. © — to preſs the: Gentlemen. cared, &c. — it ga FE xe $3 
Care to be 99 excuſed. — wherein I was deeply cureu.“ Letter to N 2 
grave. I have alſo conſidered concernfully, what he had to offer to me in parti. 
cular, Sc. — the... .. s committed to! my Concern ſnall be forwarded 
in due Time to the Perſons cared.” Letter to Faciſon. . --— to puſ on any 
* Deſign in ſo unprocured a Condition. Approbation of the Perſons card.. 
I muſt now do ſo much Juſtice. as to declare, that none of the 'conteſted\Worus: 
were put into Cypher in more than two of theſe Paſſages; but that, Ipreſume? Ws 
what Britannicus neither knew, nor was ſollicitous about. The Mords were murhto 
the ſame Senſe ;. no body would enquire,” how they: were uſed in the three Letten TE 
lo that there at leaſt the Senſe might be left to ſhift for itſtIf rorfer ger, 
Hut the worſt is ſtill to come. The Remar ber has inadvertently told ds upen 
which of the two Artiſts theſe two Errors; nn Trials.aretobefathered; add 
I ſhould be heartily glad to xnow farther of him, by what Rules of their, own they? 
were afterwards corrected. I can imagine but one Rule, by which iti could be done; 
and that, I hope, is not appropriated and confined to Decypherers. I am under nei- 
ther Care nor Concern to determine, how: well-Britannicus Was provided to def hd 
his Friend; but what might we not have expected from ſo fine a Pen, if it had been 
procured to oppoſe him? 20 
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1 L 
© have the Opportunity, of examining them by their:owne Key, 


3K «© atid conſequently of detecting my Miſtakes, if any bee; ſome 
. «gf whom, 1 preſume, would not think themſelves obliged I 
wo much to favour mee in that Kind, if they could- therein de- 
= tet any conſiderable Errors; (though neither do I know any 
Juſt Reaſon that any hath to bee much offended, for what I 


«have done in the - deciphering of them; ) of v hom I: deſire 
col but this Favour, or Juſtice rather, that, as I have been ex-" 


1 2 dream, carefull. not to wrong them in the leaſt Meaſure by 


m/ Miſtakes or groundleſſe Conjectures; ſo that they would 
cel deal with mee hn Fe, if they ſhall charge mee with any, 
< and not affirm thoſe to be Miſtakes, which are not. And F 
< believe, if any ſuch ſhall take the Paines to cxamine my. 
, Work that Way, they will rather wonder how I ſhould. bee 


[i able to chobſè the right in ſeeming doubtfull Caſes, wherein 
{600 they might think, I had nothing to direct mee, than find 


de any Seen to contradict my Conjectures. 
e As for the Reaſons which moved mee thus to expoſe. 
them to View, I ſhall onely ſay thus much; I did not think 


it worth the while to publiſh them in Print, (nor perhaps 
ee would it bee convenient ſo to do,) and yet thought them ſo 


ce confiderable as not to bee altogether ſuppreſſed; eſpecially 
«ſince ſuch Attempts as theſe are not very frequent, and that 
ce others doubtleſſe would be content to view them. At leaſt 
*. theſe Advantages will undoubtedly ariſe by it; thoſe who have 
«. a Curioſity to enquire into the Buſineſſe of Ciphers, may 
here ſee Variety of Patternes, and (many of them) as proof 


g eg as.they are likely to meet with any where elſe. And 


cc haps ſome others may bee as well pleaſed to fee, that a _ 
Cipher, which might upon very great Probability bee con- 
er cluded to bee ſafe inough, is yet in a Poſſibility to be detected: 
. n laſtly, w this meanes, thole who ſhall live hereafter, 


may perhaps bee informal what. Kind of Ciphers t thoſe were, 2 
which have been in uſe in this Age. 
Thus much I thought it requiſite to ſay, and Ethink * 
not neceſſary to ſay more; but leave the Judgement of the 
whole to a N n pleaſe to take the Paines to View 
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CN. the Letters; which! W_ between Dr. Wallis, now Be = 
advanced in Years,- and his learned Correſpondents abroad, 
the Art of Decyphering is often mentioned. Theſe Letters 
are printed in the Third Volume of the Doctor's Works: 1 have 
already referred to one of them, and muſt do 10 to others, in 
what follows. = Nl 
\ To proceed then; of the Three Manuſcript Leber hielt 
the Doctor has left undecy phered, one is written in French, 
and the other two in Eng/i/h. They have now lain in the Li- 
brary above fourſcore Years, and as 1 apprehend, undiſtutbed 
by any but myſelf. It is furely high Time to acquaint the 
World, that one of them is at laſt very nearly: decyphered: 
It is extitled a Letter from. the Duke of Buckingham. That it 
really is ſo, might be known to Dr. Wallis by: the Hand. wrir⸗ 
ing, by the Confeſſion of the Perſon upon whom it was found, 
or by ſome other Means. unknown to us. And it was fairly 
done of the Doctor, to give me as much previous Light, in 
that Particular, as he had "himſelf. Without this Notice 1 never 
could have gueſſed, that by 96 was meant the Duke of Bucking-- 

ham; and this Gueſs was = {mall Help to me, as perhaps it 
was to the Doctor, towards the JG N - the W The 


1 Letter is, as follows. „ 1 3 
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25 7. . 6 ts | Tam with great truſt Your moſt 
I B anaäaffectionate Friend and Servant * ” 
HR + — cram, 


E  : a: - K Cypher 


G 6. 26 4 — 
| may be e defined a Rule, by e a Perſon n writes 


"to 0 his 201 eſpondent in Characters arbitrarily agreed upon be- 


'tween them. Tbe Key, which is very properly called by the 
WM mr Ia "Contraziffera, and by the French le Contrechifhre, | 


is the Rule by which the Correſpondent reads, what 1 is nn, 
a8 aforeſaid, ſo that, for inſtance, "NEO 


. 11 the cypher 5 Gy The Key will 24 * 
7 £ 155 27 9 K W £ | 
5 - begins thus, ) © 2, &c. begin t | 3 c bee. 


i Hovever, in common ſpeaking, that which! is written in Cy. 
pher, is oftentimes fimply called a Cypher, as alſo the Words Cy- _ 
b and Key are ſometimes confounded. I am now tg produce 
the Rey to the foregoing Cypher, ſo far as Thave been able; to col- 
ect it from this one Letter: That is, I am to fave my Readers the 
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When a opted Letter is publiſhed, in which ede are 
ſome Characters or Numbers 297 decyphered, it has been the 
uſual Way, whether in Caſes of Friendlhis' or Enmity, or Neu- 
trality, to publiſh thoſe-very undecyphered Characters or' Num- 
bers in their proper Places. This was done by a Friend, witing 
Regard to King Charles's Letters from Carisbrook, in an A 
pendix to a Vindication of his Majeſty, proving him to be the 1 
Author of Buds Baoiuxi, &c.. London printed for R. Niltuat 
the King's Head in St. Pauls Church-yard, 1711. This wass 
done by the Enemy, with regard to the ſame King's Letters ta- 
ken at Naſeby. The ſame Thing was done by Dr. Wallis, -with' - 23 
Regard to an ee Cardinal mentioned in Cypher bythe 
Marquis de Bethune ; and the ſame Thing I have done here. 
This is air open dealing, to let the World lee, What it is, that = 
1s not decyphered I can eaſily conceive, that ſome Art may 
be fbezon in not doing ſo; but I am ſure, that by doing it the 
Art of decyphering 18 not diſcovered. Indeed, to do this may 
ſometimes be of ſingular Uſe, ſince a Reader may chance 
to interpret, what the Publiſher could not. For Inftance, let 
any one carefully compare thoſe Letters from Carisbrook, and + 4 
am much miſtaken, if he will not be convinced, that by 40 was in- 
tended the Queen, by 4.1 the Prince, and by 58 the Dukeof Terk. 
But I muſt not diſmiſs theſe undecyphered Numbers, With» 


out making a few Ovieryations upon them. 
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„„ 15 Wa * 
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n 0 28 BY 
Thy looſe Eine at the Top may contain a * or a Bop 
1 , or $oth; 82 ſignifies and in five other Places; the other 
1 Num ome 80. more, Which is all 1 have to ſay of chem. 


1 3 1 flacter myſelt, that I can give Account of them all; but 
I do it with various Degrees of Aſſurance. Dr. Wallis tells me, 
that the Letter "_ from the Duke of Buckingham. It is 
ſubſcribed 134. In the Body of it I find, that 96 was to 
command a 56.9" af Scots; and again, that 96 had leave to 
rails a Troop. * Engliſh Horſe, which wich ſo many Days 


wauld be near ſuch a Number of good Men; after which it im- 


1 mediately follows, ----- 1 have choſen to go this Way into 
© England,” ec. From all which 1 frmly conclude, that by 96 
Was meant the Duke of Buckingham. It is obvious, that 112 
4 | muſt be Cromavell, and 240 the Ring. bs: preſume, that 258 
is London, as conceiving it to be a Place, where a diſguiſed Per- 


. ſan of high Quality might propole to lie concealed more ſafely 


FF than at Lancaſter or Liverpool. Of the Lords, who are laid to 
EF have great Intereſt in Scotland, I gueſs, that by 7x was meant 
F = Argple, and by 254 Lauderdale; I allo gueſs, that 277, who 
was to be joined in the Command of the Party for Lancaſhire, 
was Leslie; but I dare not be pe/irzve, that any one of theſe 
ae 1 
3. Here are certain Numbers which were deſigned to ſignifie 
other Numbers. Probably there was a Method in this Contri- 
vance, but it will be hard to aſſign that Method, without ſome 
farther Light from the Memorials of thoſe Times. My preſent 
Opinion is, that when 2% Numbers were put for one other 
Number, the former of the two and the Ja-. Figure of the 
{azzer were to be ſtruck out. If fo, then by 4.92. 5os. by 479. 
506, and by 479. 50s. will be ſeverally meant the fame Num- 
ber 50; the Gentlemen. of Lancaſhire will be * to 
of aye 


are feven Numbers, which denote proper Names, | 
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have only Jeninded a 3 af 50 „ Horſe ein . to 
' countenance their riſing; the Lords of that Kingdom to have 
returned Anſwer, that they would ſend them 50 of their beſt 
Horſe, and as many good Highland Foot; and the Duke of 
Buckingham to have propoſed, that the Eugli iſb Troop, which * 
was then raiſing, would amount to near yo good Men. * 
But when one Number is put for one other, as 487 is in two - 
Places, and that, in all Reaſon, for a much lower Number than 
itlelf, I imagine, that the two etreme Figures of it are to be 


ſtruck out; and ſo, the Lancaſhire Men would have been con- A 


fident, that they ſhould have been able to engage with Cromwell 


within eight Days after they were up; and the Duke of Bucking- | 
ham would have hoped to complete his Troop within the ſame 4 


Number of Days. Gentlemen of theSword are the beſt JOE 
ſuch Things, and to Them they are ſubmitted. 

It may now be ſeaſonable to touch upon the colebrired Que: | 
ſtion, whether by delivering up the Key of a Cypher the Art 


of Decyphering is diſcovered. That it is not fo, is very clear 


to me both from Reaſon and Experience. Beſides what- Dr. Wat : 


lis has left of this Kind in Manuſcript, he gave up in Ain 


the Keys of two Cyphers, one of them uſed upon no leſs an Oc: 
caſion than a Sede vacante. I have now given up a Third. By 
ſo doing we have enabled our Readers the more readily to judge, 
whether the Letters are rightly decyphered ; but have we-in- 
formed them, how we did it? Can any Body now tell ne, how 
Dr. Wallis decyphered this Letter from the Duke of Buckingham ? 
If he can, it is more than I can tell Him, though I have decy- 
phered it myſelf : And [ am under no Manner of Apprehenſion, 
that any Body can find out, how / did it. Nay, if I ſhould 
name a certain — which tho coming but ſeldom was ex- 
9 ſerviceable to me in doing it, I ſhould, without far- 

* n. myſelf, hardly be believed. wa 


= ae indus "Þ Wald La what: were my firſt Obſervations, 
A and why I made them; which of them proved right, and:which 
© wrong; which of them after a while 1 uttcrly laid aſide, witch 
11 altered, and which I finally perſiſted to abide by; if T ſhould. 
further declare, where the firſt Glimpſe of Light broke in upon 
me, and directed me to proceed with Courage and Hopes of 
Succeſs; what were my next immediate Steps, and when I 
began plainly to ſee the Way before me: Such Declarations 
might be of Uſe to an induſtrious Man, and help to guide him 
in diſcovering other Cyphers of the li Kind. This, L own, 
is more than is fit to be publickly done; yet even this would be 
far from making a Zhorough Diſcovery of the Art. For * pro 
vario ferarum genere varianda e/t venatio, Different Game 
different Hunting; and there is little cr no relation between 
the Proceſſes I made in decyphering the Duke of Bruckingham's 
Letter, and that which will ſoon follow from the Earl of Clan- 
ricard. 
But again; 1 Dr. Tallis had complied with Mr. Leibmirs 8 
large Demand of 29 Dec. 1698. this might have given a fa- 
tal Blow to the Art. That learned Foreigner had + ſeen ſome 
of the DoQor's Performances in this Kind, and was ſufficiently 
amazed at them; but ſtill he wanted to know, how the Thing 
was done. He had, before this, intimated his Fears, that the | 
Dr. and the Art might I Die together. Being told, that there 
| 3% n ee 


* Dr. Wallis in his laſt Letter to Mr. Leibnits upon this SubjeR, 16 7 an. 1693 
ingeniouſly compares Decyphering with Hunting in theſe Words; Unum tamen aut 
alterum docturus ſum, quibus fit ea res Methodis aggredienda, (fi ſaltem Methodus 
* dicenda{it vaga Venatio ; ) monſtrando, quibus ego paſſibus indagando ſoleo — 

* cedere : (quod ipſe pro Sagacitate ſud i * ann \ Nee tamen eiſdem ſemper; nam 

pro vario Ferarum gendre Varianda eſt e Wallis Op. Vol. 3 DE 695. 

"iS 24 Martij S. V. 1698. © Communicata ſunt mecum que D. MenxEn1o 
© miliſti; et viſa mihi cum admiratione. Sed utinam ipſam -quoque Maheodum 

wy inveniendi addidiſſes.“ Ibid. p. 688. | 

+ 2s Martij 1697. _ intereſſet non N Ibid. * P. 674- 
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was ; no certain Method i in the Art, he ** Speis d it; b 4 
for that Reaſon wiſhed- that ſome Inſtances might be preſeryed J 
of the Manner, in which the Dr. made his gradual Advances in 
theſe analytical Operations. And not having yet received a ſa- 
tisfactory Anſwer, he again * obſerved, that the want of Nules 
might be ſupplied by Examples, if the Traces of the Procedure 
were AL.LWAYS marked; whereupon he earneſtly preſſed the 
Dr. that he would be prevailed on, not to deny Poſterity ſo 
great a Benefit. But the Dr. remained Proof againſt all this 
Importunity, and wiſely ſhifted off the Requeſt; well knowing, 
how far he might go without prejudicing, and where he Was 
to ſtop without ruining the Art. 1 
It may be ſaid after all, that tho I was at Liberty to deey⸗ | 
pher this Letter, if I could, yet having done it, I ought not 
to have made it publick; becauſe it breaks in upon Dr. Wallis 
Deſign, who left it as an Exerciſe and Trial of Skill to future 
Pecypherers. But if no body elſe d try his Skill upon it, 
how would it anſwer the Doctor's Deſign, or what other good 
Purpoſe would it ſerve, to let it lie any longer in that Condition 
of Obſcurity, in which it was left ? On the other Hand, by let- 
ting the World fee, what Succeſs I have had with it, I hope to 
quicken the Ingenuity and Induſtry of ſome other Perſon, that 
. he may ity, what Succeis he can have with either of the re- 
mainigg 


f , 


** 28 "IR N Optarem non Specimina tantim, ſed et Artifcia Artis 
« tuæ Cryptolyticz, conſervari curares. Eſt enim in his velut faſtigium quoddam 
« ſubtilitatis ſimul induſtrizque humanz. Agnoſco, certis methodis comprehendi 
« non poſſe; et, ſi poteſt, mints foret artificioſa. Et vel ided velim ipt expont 
cc aria, et quaſi calculos Problematis ſoluti, &c. Ibid. p. 687. 
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aA 


** ceptis comprehendi non poſſe aut ſatis graces To aut ſatis determinatis.. At 


« nationis Tuæ Veſtigia. Patere te uæſo exorari, et tantum beneficium da Poſteri- | 
8 Sc. Ibid. p. 693. 


Dec. 1698. Antequaàm finiam, patere ut meas exhortationes reſuniam, 2 
0 cilicet admirandam Tuam artem cryptolyticam perire patiaris. Scio præ-- 


huic defectui ſuccurrerent Exempla, {i a cripta illis SEMPER eſſent ipſa ratioci-- 


— A es. „ 
7 * ** * < 2 
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1 8 


bet 7 IF ur Nation has ee 4 w 30d De 
d: 1 with, there may be continued 4 Succeſlion 


- which coſt me about tour Hours cloſe Attention to deeypher, 

Yeo, F. 1734. It is written in a very particular Manner, the 
ſike o which in ſome reſpects I had never ſeen. At the firſt 
View it ſtrangely ſurprized me; I had before me a Proſpect but 


of cold Hunting. And was indeed obliged Canblium in aren! 


capere, to take my Meaſures pou the Spot. As the Caſe was 


| , new to me, ſo were my Obſervations upon it ſuch as, 4 dare fay, 


were never uſed before in the Buſineſs of deeyphering: But 
they proved to be ie _ and "I ae my 


Pur pole. > 


Exrraci of a Letter from the Earl of cane 2 he Mar 
quis of Ormond. 
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Rem... i © is not neceſlary, that there ſhould be many. at he 
Eve Time; but it may happen, that one ſhall- perform. har 
another nete or that one {ſhalt be a uſeful. <A Nn the 
other. Li 

But, to ae 54 gel FR fbr ide Lanker which: 1 I ve. I 
thus intercepted;, I ſhall ſupply its Place with Part of atother, I 
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- mY Extract now appears, juſt as it came to me, with two of 
three Errors in the Writing, as uſual, and a few old Spellings, 
which I have not taken upon me to correct. I have produced 
this Piece, rather than ſome others now in my Hands, for the 
following Reaſons. ft. 23 e e 

I. Becauſe, as I have already intimated, it is a Curioſiiy. 
| 2. Becauſe I am ſure, that 1 have decyphered it right; for, 
_ Time after J had returned it to Mr. Carte, he wrote me 
ck Word, that he had found a miſplaced Bit of Paper, by 
. 200 05 05 a ie 


4 4 8 


ta 


' which It appeared, that. my Interpretation 


Tittle. | 
3. Derntig being only a Fragment, and alt Date} (the 


that may nearly be diſcovered by the Contents, ) it is not print. 
ed in Mr. Cartès Collection. 


4. Becauſe. the ſame was afterwards decyphered bp a yery in- 
genious Woman, who is capable of becoming a great Proficient 
 mithe Art, as I alſo know ſeveral others of her Sex + RR 
But the Truth is, that among thoſe who are capable of the 
Work, very few are * willing to undergo the Fatigue of it. 
Hence it 1s the leſs to be wondered at, that ſuch ſtrange Opini- 
ons have gone Abroad concerning an Art ſo little known. V. 
eta's Performance was confidently given out to have been the Ef. 
fect of Magick; and when Locatello publiſhed ſome chymical 
Secrets in- her, it looks as if he had the Fear of the. Holy 
Ofice before his Eyes: For he takes eſpecial Care to inform his 
Reader, that all thoſe Paſlages (tho as yet only ritten in Cy. 
pher) had been explained to, and allowed by, his Superiors. 
So that now an innocent Preparation in Chymz/iry was : fecured 
from all Suſpicion of Hereſie or Witchcraft. However that 
were, the Generality of Men were not eaſily brought to believe, 
that a Writing might be decyphered by human Means ; and I 
know not, whether all are, even at this Day, convinced of 


. 


: Ted, Peper Hyde, 1 in a ths Times of Confuſion had 

too frequent Occaſion to correſpond in Cypher, has given us his 
Opinion of the Matter under a Diſtinction. , In his + Letter to 
Mr. _—_— of the 20th of Feb. 1665 1 ſays, * It is. very 5 
| cc 14 
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40 None omnes ſunt huic negotio pares, aut diſcendi capaces; (poſcit hæc res pe- 
«. culiare quoddam ingenii acumen : ) Qui pares ſunt, (expertus loquor, ) ubi quanti 
ee Iaboris res ea ſit animadvertunt, moleſtiam declinant, et molliora malunt ſtudia 
eee proſequi. Mallis ad Leibn. Fan. 16. 1693 p. 695. 1 

+ App. to the Life of Dr. Barwick, 1. 5 
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an for them to give out ſuch Brags, as they do, of theiy: corals © 
| « Skill in Decyphering ; for which no body needs to fear them, 
f if they write end in e N | His? * Gee e 
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2 0 7 R. N 1 De HEL March. 8, 1600 Bruſes 


. ce My laſt t to you was af the 20th of the laſt Month, not 
$ « having dared ſince to venture any Letter by the Poſt, upon 
. | © the Alarm J had of their having gotten! a Copy of my Cy- 
. phier with” Mr. Rumbald. I have ſince that Time received 
« three from you, one of the 7th, another of the gth, and a- 
© nother of the 13th; and the King had, to every ane of thoſe, 
ce one to him of the fartie Date ; and I ſee you are very appre- _ 
« henſive of the ſame Miſchief by the decyphering our Let-, 
c ters, which you impute to Art; as you have great Reaſon to 

= if your Letters and others have been decyphered, as well Bf 
. | © as Mr. Rumbalds. I confeſs to you, as I am ſure no Copy 
could be gotten of any of my Cyphers from hence; ſo I did 
N * not think it probable, that they could be got on your Side the 
c Water. But I was as confident, till you tell me you believe 
| Kit, that the Devil himſelf cannot decypher a Letter, that is 
0 « ell written, or find that 100 ſtands for Sir H. Vane. I have 
* heard of many Pretenders to that Skill, and have ſpoken 
B __*© with ſome of them, but have found them nll to be Mounte»= | 
© banks: Nor did Jever hear, that more of the King's Letters 1 
c that were found at Naſeby than thoſe which they found de- 
* cyphered, or found the Cyphers in which they were writ, 
© were decyphered. And 1 very well remember, that in the 


Volume they pulliſicey there was + much left in Cypher, 
7] F 1 | hi "wine 


AN 
* 


App. to 2 Life of Dr. Barwick, p. 503, 
+ Only a few proper Names, and a very ſhort Paſlage in the gth Letter, as pubs 


liſhed wa the Parliament, but marked 33 in the King's Works. 


1 4 Wie could not be . . which I. FR SO chew 
& <would have explained, if it had .been in their Power: 1 
4 you can eafily fatisfy yourſelf in this Point; if you either 
make a Cypher yourſelf, or write half a ſcore Lines out of 
c ſeveral other Cyphers, and ſend them to the Artiſt : And you 
_ © will then be convinced yourſelf, and be able to, convince 
© Others; and then it will be to no Purpoſe to traffick any more 
in thoſe Commodities. 

From theſe Letters may be collected the gl Particulars, 
which when united, render a Letter (tho not always impoſſible, 
yet generally ſpeaking) extremely difficult to be decypher d. | 

. The Cypher itſelf is to be good ; ſuch as his Lordſhip and 
Mr. Secretary Nicholas well knew how to contrive. 
2. Only half a ſcore Lines written in it may zot be ſufficient ; 
and Dr. #allis might have been puzzled by ſo ſmall a Quanti- 
ty of Writing, tho he might have been able to maſter one of 
his Lordſhip's large Diſpatches written in the ſame Cypher. 

His Lordſhip very juſtly obſerves, that the Letters ought - 
to be well or carefully written. For it is certain, that a good 

Cypher may be ſpoiled, if it falls into had Hangs; and the 
Writer often betrays himſelf by the too azegligent, and ſome- 
times by the too ected Uſe of it. I have known a remarkable 
Caſe of the former Kind; and I ru not apprehend, that I ſhall 
do any Hurt, (I am ſure 1 intend none, ) but rather. think, it 
my be inſtructive and uſctul, if I repor? it. 

It is well known, that I had publick Leave to inſpect the Co- 
pies of three Letters bearing Date 20 Apr. 1722; and I hope, 
that keeping myſelf within proper bounds, I ſhall give no Of- 
Fence by making ſome Remarks upon them. The Cypher made 
uſe of in theſe Letters is, in ſeveral Reſpects, very difficult; 
but the Difficulty is much abated by the careleſs or the unskil- 
And — in which it is uled; as upon Occaſion I could de 

5 | Wl ew 


tſhew- Britannietis is bleas d to inst it requi- 
« red ſome Time to tranſeribe the, 1 115 "eters, . to put 
« the proper. Parts into nber. or what Reaſon. he and 
ſome others have infiſted upon this Cireumſtance,. 1 ſarbear to 
mention; reſolying not at all to concern myſelf. in the Argu- 
ment, otherwiſe than as a ,Decypherer.. I queſtion, 3 | 
Britannicus ever knew, how: much of theſe Letters was put in- 
to Aeg ar how. properly it was done. If that be the Caſe, 
then, to what is ac 1227 by Gueſs and at a Yeuture, I reply 


from 7 Hats tl we 19 how ten any Word, 
or any Par Got Ford pe ee (there being no N#/ls,) was 
put into | Opher. throughout the Wale Letters. Muſk 6g 4 
* 3 Þ FF OT f 
ein "008 wr is Lier te Cher . 1 1 jak 
0 In the Poſtſcript to the ame UP 365 99002 s 
5 . In the Letter to Muſgrave' ''' 69g © © 
"O70 the TONE to one lars , * par e 
15 „ie 44 3 2111 
Sum total as alli 252 bo Datca 


8 that the whole Number amounts, very nearly, to the | 
Number of Words contained in the ſhorteſt of the Letters.. | 
This being the exact State of the Caſe; how long Time it wou d 
require to tranſcribe the whole Letters, (thus much of them 
being put into Cypher, and that, in my Opinion, _ injudici- 
oully,) is humbly ſubnutted to the Reader. 2 

But 


I One Mitte may ſuffice for a Sample. Tn the Letter to Farb was this 
Paſſage; ©* 71 19 had taken this Reſolution before Hatfeld's Return, and 4 N 
« pleas'd to find, 6c.” What ou kill! is here a to guels at the true 
Meaning of 119? Wo 

Remarks, &c. p. 18. cel. 2. A | 

+ It. Britannicus can learn of his Friend the W of 1485 in the Poſtſcript: 
to Chivers, and will then conſult a Paflage in the State-Trials, Vol. 6. * 473" 
col. 1. he will find, that I act with Sincerity in this Point. 


k Wis rendered eaſier to the Artiſts, ſtill ſome few Words eluded 


the printed Repo ort. Two or thret of the undec) eypher d N 


two firſt Syllables of Countenance 3 and again, 236 for the ermination ing and for 


* 


tho, 5 through the W .LM of the' Writer, the Welt 


IF Art” and their Places were ſupplied by Points 'or Dots! A1 


bers were very high Ones, and one of them came five feyeral 


Times; but e none of them were publiſtrd tor cither of 
| theſe Reaſons, I take not upon me to determine, 1 


N W + 


' Notwithſtanding theſe unuſual Omiſſions, the very Blank; 


| furniſh'd us with an Objection, which would have been offer d 
min Evidence, if the Copies of the Letters had not been deliver- 
ed up. But when thoſe Copies had been fully confider'd; the 


Objection was not thought ſufficient to weigh down Another, 
namely, that 20 the Queſtion would be asked, whether the 
Letters were r2gh:1y decyphered:; to which I muſt. have anſwer- 


ed, that in the main, I believed, they were. And this I appre- 

hend to have been the true Reaſon, Why I was not call'd. 

Our Objection, . before the Copies were deliver'd to us, was 

this. It had been obſerved from the Print, that one undliſco- 
wered Word began with G, and another with C; but by the 


manner of the Dolting there ſeem'd to be Seven other Vacan- 


<cies, without any initial Letter prefix d. Afterwards, upon 
Sight of the written Copies, it appeared to be really ſo; with 
this Circumſtance, that Vive of the ſaid Vacancies were to be 
filled witch one and the ſame * Number. It was reaſonably 


concluded, 
* This mut be the n Number, which was ſaid to ſtand for two 


| Words, if I take that Expreſſion right. Sir Con/tantine Phipps ſeems to have under- 
ſtood it, as if One Number had ſtood for two Words in the ſame Place. (See his 


Speech in the State-Trials, Vol. 6. p. 401. col. 2.) My Interpretation, is, That the 


ſame Number ſtood for this Word in One Place, an for that in Another. Upon 
which I obſerve; 


1. That One Number is often put for, or inſtead of, Gather, but a it 1s done 


; by Miftake. 


2. That in the ſame Gi I have "OP 118 ſtanding for County and for the 


the 


A 


caſion to take Sanctuary in the Secrets of his Art. But as this 


but if it makes Sn there is no need o 


than. true; but for all that Roy _— . amen ever fax them... 


whe COTS © 7 1 * * N 4 „ 2 8 12 8 * 5 4 
bs > ä 1 v N COS - A N * 4 1 * 4 Q E665 N * - " 
Fae bo 7 Ne LS OOO eel NE ks SWW * n e * * r , 2; Ss „ r „ 
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concluded, that an Artiſt ET FR) been in ſome Diftreſs; 

it he were urged to explain, how he could be affured of the iu. 
itial Letters of #wo. or three unknown Words, and yet be 

wholly in the Dark; as to the initial Letters of ſeveral others; 


and that at leaſt he would have found it convenient on this oc+- 


Objection was Then dropped, fur the Reaſon already aſſigned, I 


ſhall now wave the yu — Proſecution of it, becauſe indeed it 


cannot be fully; diſcuſſed without doing ſome Prejudice to the 


Art, which is a Thing far from my Intention to do. Nay T 


dare appeal to thoſe, who underſtand me beſt, whether I am 
not more Scrupulous on this Orcuſion, than they themſelves 
have been. 
But as I have owned, that. the Lite were rightly: decys- 
phered in the main, it is fit I mould add, that in our Copies; 
which Britannicus warrants to be * 7rue and aundoubted, the 
Words may and People were ſupplied (as 1 ſuppoſe) by the De- 
cypherers; and the Words write, his, draw and forward were 


dotted. underneath, as it hey Gouden} | WRather: Was were 


4 X11 ts. 
| 6 12 "4 # 1 o& ® [ ; " * N wr & 4 + £2 : 


the three fi ft Letters of — I have lfewtidie' found n 2  Kinding . 


Times for to and once for 7wo. - But this only eus, chat che Writers ſometimes 


regarded Saund more than Orthography.. F000 
3. That for the ſame. Number, in the. ſame Cy her, wibque, the leaſt Note; of 
Diſtinction, to be thus origin intended for two Words, differing from each other 
in Senſe, and Sound, and Spelling, is what I have never known, or heard of before. 
4. That, ” I conceive,. there was no/ occaſion to ſuſpeRt'it in the preſent In- 
. ſtance. For why might not the Blanks have been filled in the follow-- 
9 . 2 5 Manner? Blank to Chivers, read General Propoſal; firſt Blank to 
Mo grave, Correſpondence propoſed ; ſecond, * : ... . .. Pro pol; third 
to Muſs abs: and both to Zackſon, a of avi I own this is all uſt ork; ; 
having. rel to a act and erat. 


Suppoſition. 


t Remarks, p. 10. c. I. 
* It never entered into my Thoughts to doubt, that our Copies were other: 


ter in 
5 we are mow 


on all Emergencies; I ſee no Reaſon to diſpute his Performance, 


rb Ghich Partivalors we couls wor Kiva known, bat? ror '? OY 
rd Coe: be: fc 01/445 92 bog SK 
Having fecn; what is incorbert on him who writes d Lets 
in order to render it leſs hable % Diſcovery! 1 
rovenquive, what is requiſite on the Part ef the De. 
ypherer; in order to make His Work the eafier- Dr. Mull? 
has contented hiavſelf with faying, that he muſt furniſſi him- 


« ſelf with Patience and Sagacity, as well as he may, and then 


«| Confiltnm in arena capere, and make the beſt Conjectures he 
re can, till he ſhall happen upon ſomet hing, that he may con- 
#: clude for Truth.“ But there are ſome ether Particulars re- 
lating<o this Matter, which delerve to be conſidered, © And 

x. It is * requi/ite, that the Decypherer ſhould know, Or t 


probable Reaſon to believe, in what Language the Letter is writ- 


ten; and that he ſhould alſo be at leaſt moderately skill'd in 


that Language, I can no otherwiſe account for Dr.'Wallis's Si- 


lence on this Head, than by ſuppoſing, that he took the Thing 


tor granzed : Indeed it is ſo obvious, that I ſhould hardly have 


mentioned it myſelf, had not a Perſon of -unqueſtionable Credit 
aſſured me from the Mouth of Dr. John Keil, that he once de- 


cyphered a Paper written in $7vedi/b, without knowing a Word 


of the Swediſb Tongue. This, as it is reported in groſs, and 
commonly underſtood, is in my Opinion impoſſible 5 be done. 


But as I wou'd not be hereby thought to charge Dr. Reil withan 

Vntruth, I will ſtate a Caſe, which I take to be poſſible. and 

conliſtent with his Affirmation in a favourable Senſe: If then 
the Cypher conſiſted of a ſingle Alphabet of Letters, without 
Nulls, and the Words were ſeparated; if he were told before · 
hand, that the Writing was in Swediſb; and if he had with 
him an Interpreter of that Nation, whom he might conſult up- 


= we theſe Allowances. 1 believe, it min have been an ank. 


* adm itaque proficiet idiomatis ſcripti notitiam habere.” Porta, I. 3. c. 2. 


; 


E f Wor en kene Jake aigtYon A ej lint 
1 length he might be able to compals: it; notwithitanding this h 
ing unacoquaimted wirh the Language, ſimce that Daft: n in 
great mealure be ſupmlied by the Afſiſta nat of inis Ipkerptogat- 
| According to he qudſent State af Juanguages/in tkeſe Har of 
the World, à Petypglhetor anght by no mean 10 ue u 
an French; and i cannöt but chink, that a well. aon 
well anansged Cypher would be preutq fafe in M. Which 
Hint, if it were improved, and duly encouraged, might a 
5 us ſome Advantage over ur Neighhours in Times pf War, 
2. It may ibe af Service $0'a/Decyphoret, to know hat ums MK 
of Cyphers were uſud an the Ages, inthe Coumt nas, Ad y t” - 
Perſons he is concerned with. This may ſeem at finſt ode BM 
.only. Matter of Curiofity:y but I can; truly laſinm, hat it has 
more than once been of rem Uſe to me, and that aue Gypher [| 
has confiderably aſſiſted me in ing at another, iho perhegs KM 
not . one Oharacter has ſigni fie ithe ſame in both. ien Hinein 
Account it may not be improper t che cubſary View af teh 
Cyphers, as I thave obſeryed in my Reading to 128 ben ud, 4 
chiefly: amongſt ourſel ves, in theſe latter N mes. 5 9 
In a Book entitled Cabala, five Scrinia Sacra ; 4 the 34 
Edition, 169 1. there s a Collection of Letters fro 1 Sir Wilkam 
Cecil, Secretary of State to Sir Henry Norris Embaſlador in 
France. In ſeveral of theſe, ſome in © are put into Cypher, 
from p. 132, to p. 150, that 18, ff Nov.” I567, to 6 Apr. 
1568. when they began upon a new Cypher, of which we have 
but little in the fallowing Letters. But e the former Cypher 
there is enough, to let us imo the Nature of it! Several un- 
couth Characters and, ſome Names of Places, ſuch as London, 
Paris, Dover and Calais, 72 eto he truck out as Nulls. Several 
other Characters denote erſons, as A the "Queen, x the Queen 
of Scots, &c. The. Greek Capital N whether in its true Pgſiti- 
„ on, l inverted, or laid on its Side, Tot as to _—_ towards either 
; Jer ON tene of ings „ Hand, 


we _ # 4» » 1 . > 2+ 54 
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Wha; 6 nifies . T in four ſeveral Poſitions ſignifies a, and E 
bor ſomething like it) in as many Situations ſtands for nx. In the 
2420 Page there is a pleaſant Miſtake of the Editor, Who find- 
ing in 4 — Interpretation of what had been written 
in Oygh er-in ing Letter, has publiſh'd it as a P,. 
'ferept.”" This may Taftce f. for a Ta/te of the Cypher; and may 
enable e any one, 280 has a Fancy that Way, to proceed farther 
wich it, e for n Faults in the Print of various 
Kinds. ue 
1 What Cyphers were in Uſe about thirty Years After, may be 
Collected from ſome Letters of Sir Henry New# and Sir Ralph 
#Finwood. In one of theſe, not to mention the Conceits for 
denoting: proper Names, the Letters 3, x, y and & are Nulls, 
aid each of them ſerves as an Inaeæ to a ſeveral Alphabet. When 
any Thing was to be written in Cypher, the. . was placed 
Airſt;-to aſcertain the Alphabet, which continued, till it was 
varied by another Inder; and that was ſometimes done in the 
middle of a Word. The other twenty Letters were ſorted by 
Fairs, ſo that of each Pair either Letter repreſented the other 
in ne . N N 8 to the following Scheme. 


N Ha. 43 ö 4+ 8 0 38 mD 24 2 40 ; 
IS 14 „ —ͤ CCC Nr 
8 m u 1 „„ A 
x ; TE 4 1 8: Ty 1 NWO u t 1 40119 
. N ef 1H [if 2 * i 0 91410 0 K 3 In * 
ches we find this * Paſſage, X A rc h it w y. 1 b W 
0 
** * Sir Henry Ane Negotiation, * tag. 


g | 5 N 
1 2 


o haft interpreted . I * 6 Kepers a ande This . bed 
fz. d hfmemh b qm D — and 4 this," otd 
u y. He m 8c — — N. oi! Sem O715546 7. 0¹ 1 
There is ſome Aﬀinity between this Cypher and that of L, 
cat elhh in his Teſaur o. ia C himiaj.iwhich 18 contrived upon the = 
Plan of the Rota, or Wheel-cypher, deſcribed by * Bapii/ia/Por-t WM 
7a. In the/Circamference of each Circle are inſcribed the one = 
and twenty Letters of the Italian Alphabet, including . The 
initial Letter of every Word is to be preſerved in its proper 
Power, and ſerves as an Inder to the Cypher, in vrhich the reſt 
of the Word is written. This being ſuppoſed, let the inner 


Circle be moved, till the initial Lester, which is upon it, comes 


under E in the outer Circle; and in this Poſition the ſeveral: 
Letters in the outer Circle wall; ſignifie thole,- which are over 


againſt them in the inner Circle. It follows from hence, that 


the Letter of the Alphabet next after the initial Letter of the 


Word always ſtands or A, the next to that for B, and ſo round? [ | 


It alſo follows, that neither the Word Zi Hera, nor any othler 
beginning with the ſame Letter, can be written in ber up 
this Scheme. The whole Matter may be farther illuſtrated | 
from the enſuing ** Paſlage, being firſt cleared of above. tn 
Errors of the Preſs. 

Stlle cmh qoxmng mrqxpnarbhe ndcs amuſp emhod aan 
dip Cruqdfmnqr Deqi dizgxoaae iz qoxmng tbpurol er nde erph 
lm ſxneqa lmhgbeq ana quanto vuoi mn lin piugqiqmbfeu dip, WM 
aoulnpolp per qoxmng mntxghrixc ſe fg nsz ſacqahpa meqc e i 
pibdq umhrx /i piglia aoulnpolp lib. 2. {tf nzigd odrat ulbeag | 
erlef er la ſaxihzt umhrx / i pigha di ſtthepni z/ ditos m che ae 
lmaguzbaub. | L 


The true Reading of which is this, 
Sappi, che queſto medicamento nonè altro chela 3; 


G 1 


ale re 122 | 


+ Ib. P. 128. 4. M pz. rr en 5 
205, 206. EE CCC 9:67] *$ 


* 


fei . rin quanto vun ee det antimo- 
4 1 12 7 jueſto magiſterio fi + nel ſegnente medo; 
By — antimohio ib. 2. fab nitro once undeci 
B 2 volta /c Palle _— nitto 14 dopio N 
1 timohiò. 8 D * F< ac! dey 1c: 


er 
che mage, Tan- 


— 2 ft 1 
= 5 hi” 


2 - "he: Hr Figtre-orphet, that + 1 


2 in ay publick. 
4 Nuria, dated in 


in a regular Progteſſion; five of them being allotted to each 
Nomen and two to each Con ſonaut. Accordingly, we are to 
bat 1 31. J. 5. 47. 48. 2 10. 146: 47. Ambaſſador, 11. 30. 13. 
N V. 40 35. Election, and 42. 2. 60. 32. IF. Js. 70. Pay- 


; prima 


teſhurd, e nom eme la 


* 


'\ | 


. Pg uſed: 
Negotiation, is in Sir IJſaac Wake's *. Letter 
Augiſt or September, 1619. The Num- 
ern four 1 to 63 inetufive denote the Letters of the Al phabet 


| 7687 , c. But when any Number is followed by a Letter, it 


ti Print. 


4 dethdibs _ e Name, ſeveral of which are explained 1 in 
14 — that from about this Time forward the Figure. y- 


| then Beverly obtained; it was ſometimes mixed with other 
1 Obaratters, very often clogged with Nulls, and other Wa ys diſ- 


cot amt Waptotel, till by Degrees it eame to be 1 ee 
ably difficult. I need not inform thoſe, who have Opportuni- 
ties of rdnſulting Dr. Wallis Collection, in what Variety 
Shapes I ' red from = to nrk 


the Decypheration, from the King to the Marq. of Newca/4te. 
to 


In the mme + Author is a Cypher ſent by the Lord Digby 


to Sir Edward Hyde, many Lines of Cypher are left out, which 
| CE 


* 7 % 
R " 
* N * 


9 
* 
— 


J Part 4. vol. 4. ns 555. 
TT p. 303. 


1 1 


BY * ION 129 


of 
Some ſew Inſtances, 


which 1 — — There ; is in + n a Letter, with 


Maj. Gen. Brown ; but in a ä Letter written by that noble Lord 


In the tt King's Were by Rey ſoon there are 
two 


two Paragraphs. from his Majelly t to The Queen, kat not deey- 
pherd..; And in the Appendix - to the Vindication af "Ring 3 
| paginon there is a decyphe Letter un Mand ta 
ack. I Re + Paragraphs from the King to the Queen are. 5 
t 


od Mar. FI 1643: | 


„„ 1 1 W 
hz. 1899. ez. 42. 17. 25. 4 = 21. 66,-al. 45. 31. 7. 4. 32. lean 46. 
e — he may t 0 — en dm y -N e p ve un —I R vp. 
g- 3: dg. g4. 46. 35. 67. 48. J. 40. 5. 5 74. 3. 41. J. 33+ 63+ 8. 63. 68, 50, 64. 34 
en t 0: 0 deer 27 4 e—Pp * 90 8 a g e- 
9.81. 48. 69. 46. 37%. .. (Hear) 45. 37: J. 1. 33. 18. 40. 47. 19+ Af. 10 Jo, 
bet vue ene and Lonmũ7m.'ñ̃ | „ der e 
13. 7. 45. 58. 8. 9. 41. 10. this az. 324. in the mean fim 46 317. J. 3a. a3. 288. 
— 8 yn e — War wiicke e a le e bl 
3. 6. 8. 48. 75. 41. 9. — 19. 50. 61. 27. 26. 7. 69. 14, 19. 47. 45. 8. 24. 
The Queen could w ry t e —=t o — the King t o — make. 
180 51. 75. 46. J. 3. 45. 37. 2. 189. 46. 38. 1. gl. w_ 


as — I '— would hayet h ee - h 
131. " which T think fi to be done ag. 4+ 39» 3» ng. dg. 46, 31. 8, 10. 2. 32. of, 


e tlh a rakes K . 5 
64. 7. 3.45. * 46. 32. 19. 41. 25. kr... 69. 63. (68) Lam now- 


„ „„ „% 


conficene that 173. is right for my Service. 


This Letter is not among thoſe, which were publiſh! a4 by the: | 
Parliament, as taken at Naſeby. 


In the Appe ndix to the Eveli/o Life of Dr. Barwick this 
the Sketch of a Cypher ſent to him by the Lord Chancellor; 


but for the whole Cypher we are referred to the. Latin Lite. 


6434 ai Towards. 
P. 189 


T5 


eb nde the Eud or the Account of the Ny * „Den fpiru- 
= we find a very remarkable Letter from 2 7; there ate 
in it a few Cant Words, and ſome others in Figures, but the 
main Contrivance for Secrecy lies in the artful Franſpoſition of 
"Words plainly written. This ſeems to be a very /edzons Way 
of Writing, and therefore the leſs fit for Uſe ; the Writer him- 
ſelf has complained, that the Work took him up Stx Hours, 
but if I were Britannicus, 8 would chooſe to admire, how he 
could do it ſo %%“ðj,/ñ 
The two Letters publiſh'd by Dr Wallis havs been already 
mention d, concerning which and others of the ſame Standing T 
ſnall only add, that Cyphers were become ſtill more * intricate 
within the Compaſs of Fifty Years, and that the Difficulty was 
daily + encreaſmg. The Truth is, the Figure-Cypher is yet ca- 
pable of farther Improvement, and that Tithe being much 
leſs ready: for Uſe to either Correſpondent. © © | 
Laſtly, + Sir Paul Rycaut has obliged us with two curious 
Letters. from the French King to his Miniſter at the O/toman 
Porte, which I decypherd about 36 Years ago, being then a 
Member of Magdalen College in Oxford. I recommend them 
to the Conſideration of any ingenious young Gentleman, Who 
has a Fancy to the Art; and to encourage him in the Under- 
taking, I. give him to underſtand, that the Cypher is much of 
the ſame Kind with the ſecond of thoſe, which are publiſh d in 
Dr. Wallks's Works; and, in one reſpect, it is eaſier. 
3. It is proper, that a publick Decypherer ſhou'd know Pede 
"Wy fo far as he can learn, * who the Correſpondents are, 
what their Quality and Employment, whether the intercepted 


Letter came from, or were going to, t the Court or the Camp, 
ck Lak and 


S 
; oa 


* ee * ante annos noe plus 5 inquagiats, quum \ impliciores fuerint Ciphræ quam 
e nunc dierum. is. ad Menken. p. 659. 
'* Ingens in Ciphris concinnandis varietas, et quæ creſcit indies.” Ibid. 


1 7 Hiſtory of the 1 Vol. a. p. 4325 Cc. 1 See Porta, L Z- C. 2. 


3 * in ants; whence: heben Circumſtances 8 — mim, : 1 | 


antwer as reg as I. can. And 


probably to judge, what Buſineſs is going forward. Such pre- 
vious Informations indeed are not uſual in private Trials of Skill. 
But it is one thing, when a Perſon ſits down to a Cypher at 


| Leiſure and for Amuſement, and when it matters not — 9 


whether he ſucceeds or no; and it is a quite different Caſe, when 
he comes to it upon Duty, when not only his own Reputation 
is at Stake, but 7 the Honour or Safety of his Country 
may depend on the {peedy Performance of his Work. The Hur-- 

ry and Agony of 448 Thoughts as theſe are enough to diſcom- 
pole the calmeſt Mind, to interrupt the Patience and to divert 


the Attention, which ought to be continued with the greateſt⁶ 
Care. It is therefore adviſeable not to withhold any due Light, 


which may be afforded on ſuch Occaſions. The Poſt of a State - 
Decypherer in 6% Times is "y no means to be envied; and . 
lome few: Artiſts, 7 
RV ner Pant ques equus amavit | 7. £9 
J iter - e N 
ö on 3 been put 10 the Tryal, "hows Sonnet been J 
found to. produce a'Decyphering, which agreed with the Origenal' | 
Keys; yet others of that Profeſſion have ow and. then had the 
Mortification to meet with a Diſappointment. For my own: 
Part, I would here confeſs, that L have ſometimes been deſeat 


cd, if I did not think it impertinent to do ſo, after the great 


Dr. Hailis has + acknowledged the ſame thing of himſelf 
But let us now ſuppoſe the Decypherer to have finiſhed: Iris 

Work; it will in the next Place be demanded, how, or to what 

Degree, is he certain, that he has donc it right ? To hong I. — 


< L. "The: 


4 n non ita dictum eſt, Dy if ndere aulim; omnes omnind Ciphras- 
« me * detegere: Aliquas enim (hive o Ciphras nimis rplexas, five ob inge 
* nii defectum, five ob conjecturas mints feliciter poſitas) Gert lertiam meam n fer- 


V fugifſe non invitus agnoſco.” Wallis. ad Menken.. 
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where at wag} Bod, all od ede wee an a by = 
mare miting co be cries and conolud ad. N 
1 theggtwen Senſe of the Letter hall: e el ts age. 
13 . Facts already paſſed or with Lubſodnent Evems; ur 
1 »Lattats be 3 ritten about! ti fame. Tame: 


Key g here is a ſtrong Vonfirtuibinn of: che Truth of - 
he firſt But where all theſc'\autwe u Pons ace 
ranting, we: maſt wholly rely ___ intern!  Evidenc „ Takay 


2 8 3 18 | « £3; ö JOE zins „5 28 2 10194441 81 I. D144 4 
= © That wehen u Letter of any cankiderable” 2cnptiacis fo ile 
3 bene, that all the Parts. avg the Cypher appear u he au- 
4 fiſtent with themſelves and with each other; thatievery: Num- 

$ ber, wherever it comes, always ſigniſies the {ame Thing, or al- 


ways ſignifies not hing; and that the whole makes true gram- 
wntical Senſe, or ſuch as may well became the * Writer, if 
* or knoum; then we hrlieve that the Interpretavian is 
5 tut, we verify behieve, that no axther can be- given. However, 
. This is to be underſtood with ſome Allowance. For (be- 
chdes'what has been aid concerning Namesand Numbers) we do 
mot abways pretend to be equally fure of er Fart. In gene- 
ral, we thank ourſelves ſureſt of thoſe 3 wich come 
Aten, and denote Letters of the Alphabet, or Syllables, or ot Par- 
ticles of common Uſe. If a Number comes :22uce, the Senſe 
uf it may be doubted in ane Place, and ifixetl in the other "The 
greateſt Difficulty is, generally, "with the' Numbers, bich 
dme but once, and ſignify whole Words. Yet even the * 
E urge obſerves, 1. 1. I. teat Loveringr ond l . then 
Ip ſhould. b e charged with a Soteci/m or a few ane n Wi et ber 
confirm the Decyphering, than be un Objeftion agi. nt nog ð 2 0 
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| | dir 1 54/8 Ur ke 1 till — ty chat; 140 — prob? 
by S — could not ſignify demand, I — Y 
them both as they now appear in the "AF But ſtill it may be 
| cafily conceived; that ſome drag v, in Cypher, as well as in 
old Authors, are > Bardiy, if- at all, to be reduced to a ne 
| Signification. | ++ > 
F. We ju 8e A + Nuinber to be wail; day this Senſe is com- _.. »*_ 
| plete without it, eſpecially if it happens ſo, oftner than e = 
much more, if it happens ten or a dozen Times. 
6. We ſometimes fall in with a Paint ſeemingly inconf; ent: "4 
with the Cypher, which we are forced to call a Miſtabte, or o 2 
Fault, or corrupted Paſſage, and to account for it, as well as we 
can, like ſeme learned Editors, invite Mann ſcripto. It is na 
* Wonder, if ſuch Miſtakes be found in Nriginal Letters; it is 
leſs to be wonder'd at, if they be found in Copies. They may: ©, 
' ſometimes be pretty well aiſtinguiſb d one from the other; and 11 4 
1 ſometimes not. Faults in the Original are generally occafion'd” OY \Þ 
„ either by the Nearneſs or Similitude of two Numbers; or by - þÞ# 
e- both; as if 5 be put for 4, 118 for 218, or 32 for 33. But if in a Þ 
Jo Copy, where the Cypher conſiſts partly of Figures and partly of 
e- Letlers, I ſhould find / inſtead of 11, or 26 inſtead of 26, , 
nc ſhould .take theſe: to be the Miſtakes of him, who tranſcribed 2 
as from an od Writing what he did not underſtand. _ | 
ſe J cannot here forbear mentioning; that in two + Letters writ- 
ne ten in the Cypher juſt now deſcribed, hx being render'd not 
oy Wes. in n ere GT to ea e Senſe. But in one 
r —_— 
ns | | 
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v6 28 vitio numerum pro numero > ponentis, cum tamen T5 oculis ha- 
* buerit Clavem) admiſſa menda fuiſſe 9 Quod et . fieri ſo 
mirum, ”  Halks. ad Menken. 
I Mr. Carte's Collect. Num. 433. 434. 
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dea Fault in the Writing. My 
1 to de 42, tha that Character 
j o it ngniſted the Marquis of Or mond Upon recon 

the Qrigimal it was found to be ke, and accord 


GED * <; 
4 VI”) 
* 


1 Jam bold: to 


| Inmy-Copy: 
” He and I are thus far agreed, That the Copies, which were ur. 


from. which 


A ther upon ſome of the foregoing Points; but L have purpoſely 


þ Sas conveniently bear to be explained, But, even with this 


not, why every Judicious Fader, allowing himfelfduc Lime to 


em). 


ke Fase it eee ads | bij 


: m apprard % 
aniecture was, that it ought 
appear d nowhere elſe; and that | 
arſe had to 
ingty, the + Let- | 
ter being ſuom the King tu the Lord Deghy, it is printed C.- 
appel te any Reader, whether it can be 
alk the reſt to be rigitly dæcy pher d. 
Iwiſh I could now convey it in a Vhiſſber to Bretannices, that 
of the Letter ta Chiurs I found: 423 inſfead of 1123. 


der d to be deliner d. were true undoubied Copies of the Papers, 


they were taken, to every body's entire Satisfa- 
Fox. But, as Lapprehend thoſe: Papers themſelves to have been 
only ** Copees, I leave Hrilaumicus to decide, to h this Mi- 


fake may malt probably be mmputed, - 
An. Artift wk enſily diſcern, "that I might have eolargat 


far- 


glined it, out cf a tender Regard to certain Secrets, which 


Reſerve, 1 hope have ſpoken ſufficiently to the Certainty of 
Decyphering, and to the Te/# by which it is to be tried. When 
2 Letter written in Cypher, witk the Decyphering carefully in- 
terlin d, and the Key to the ſame, are publckly produced, I ſee 


ena mine 


The Name Ormond comes twice in. this Letter, but: . firſt Time it is not- 
in Cypher. The Paſlage, which I refer to, is this: Wherefbre, if it be not al- 
« ready, I. with hz this Way to bynde m my hands, leaſt againſt my Judgment lp 
© my wo harme; but withall that he ſtop-any: Forces from com ing, over, and 
15 — loy them for the reducing that Aa e into a. perfeft Obedience; &c. 
eren Collect. Num. 433 
| 2 IM icannicys indeed (in his Remarks, p. 10 cok 2.) Has a hour. BiſtinRion. 
"between original decypher*d Letters and Outer, which (at keaff as applied by him) | 
I bave the Misfortune not to underſtand. His ms ofiibly have 
Skill enough. to explain, his, a, tho F n 4 Þ 


uin deni That, 5s not 25 competent 8 uf 
ha Truth of the Reer as the Peevpherer hin 
if he may become , with Sefety to the Art, why f 
not? Why ſhould we pretend: to (ao a in 
have? On the other Aer af a Ferſoun be convinced, ar may be 
convinced if he will, that a Letter 4g rightly decyphered, why = 
ſhould he be farther inquiſitive, and deſire to know, Hon / it was 
done? Has he mind to be inſtrutted in the Art? Hut that 
is not fit to be taught him before all the World; for to do ſo 
would indeed be the ready Way to deſtroy it. We have ſeen at 
| large, how cautzeus amd /oy Dr. Wallis was upon this Head; and 
it is farther reported of him, that being once queſtian d a 
bout it in a fiee W: Way by Biſhop Burnet, he returned this gener " 


« Ag try. 
I have taken the Hiberth to langle myſelf better Skill's thay 
Britannicus in the Art of Decyphering ; but in the Art of Poli- 


nothing to reply to his learned Diſcourſe, touching the Neceſ- 
ſity, the Expedience, the Propriety of producing decyphered 
Letters as Evidence in Caſes of Moment. I do not think my- 
ſelf in any refpe& gualiſied to determine that Point; but I 
am zclined to agree with him in it, provided he will allo agree 
with me, that the whole Evidence be produced and ＋ 
examined. I find nothing in his Remarks, which may in- 
duce me to believe, that r Con ſtaut iue Phipps did not ſtand 
well in his good Graces, and ſhall therefore venture to quote 
him. 


ters in the Cyphers and Charadters, in which they were writ- 
ten, and alfo as /hey are decyphered: Then the Perſons aecu- 
« ſed cn hape hed, an wo | of employing Men ee 
e 


* Stat Trials, Vol. 6. p. 401. c. 1 EE 


— 


ticłs J ſubmit to his ſuperior Genius. Accordingly, I have 


+. þ was. very neceſſary, 1 think, to have printed che Let- 


Anſver,/* My Lord, Nothing is too hard for Saga/ity and In» 4 
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Manner of Decyphering we are referr'd to another Boo 


„ Tones's and Ilington's Letters. And I make no do 


* up the Key of a Cypher the Art of Degyptering woujd ge diſcovered. | 
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5 * that Way, to ſee if they were rightly decyphered.':- This was 
my done in Coleman s Caſe . 
+ ©" The French Letters in the Appendix are printed firſt in 


We that Language, and then as they are tranflated, which was 
not ſo neceſſary, as printing the Letters in Cypher in this 


Caſe: Becauſe almoſt every one underſtands: French enough 

to tell at firſt Sight, whether a French Letter be rightly 
_ **tranſlated ; but tis impoſſible for a Man of the greateſt Skill 

A in the Art of Decyphering to tell upon a ſudabn at the Bar 


o 


«* whether a Letter be rightly decypher ed. 


5 A 


The only Reaſon, that I have ever heard given again 


T3 


{t this 


Ml anner of Preceeding, is that it would diſcover the Art of De- 

cyphering. But as 1 flatter myſelf, that I have already obviat- 
ed this Objection, ſo I bere * add, that it had not Weight e- 
nough to prevent true Copies of the three Letters from being 


del iv ere 


d up, and mature] examined. Since therefore this ha 


, 77 


4 


See — t 07 EP e 
This was done in the Caſe of the Letter from Scotland before - mentioned. It 


Ste firſt, as it was copied from the Original, Errors excepted; it is then 
printed /egibly, all that was written in Cypher being decypher'd; and again it is 
printed intelligibiy, all the Words being reſtored to their proper Places, and the | 
Cant Words explain'd in the Margin. The Key indeed is not added, bur for the 
ok, which I have not ſeen, 
Not to inſiſt that, among many others, a conſiderable Part of the very Cypher 
in diſpute had been a/ready publiſh'd by Order of the Houſe of Commons, Append. 
fol. 11. For in the Report, p. 45. we are exprefly told; that “among certain Pa- 
«© Pers was found a Piece of a Cypher, (meaning that which T here refer to) which 
the Committee were inform'd was a Supplement to the Cypher made uſe of in 
ubt but it is ſo; for I find it 
very conſiſtent with the far greater Part of the Cypher, as it is uſed, and has been 
explained, in all the three Letters. Particularly, 171 Ke is put in the Sup- 
plement to fignify Us, is rendered accordingly, in the Letter to Jachſen. In one 
e indeed the Rok, who formed this Supplement, ſeems to have forgot him- 
elf; when he appointed 1 574 to ſignify Suſpicion ; at leaſt, if 1517 be rightly de- 
cy phered in the Letter ro Muſgrave. Had I been the Informer, methinks I ſhould. 
have caution'd the Committee not to publiſh-this, if I had believed, that by de/rver- 


by diſcovers? it is 5 ain, that it is diſcovered * 1 
—— no longer to paſs for a Secret. It is plain, that Secretaries 
of State in partibular muſt long ſince have been perſect Maſters 
_ of it, and needed not to eall in any Body, under the Notion 54 
a ſuperior Artiſt, to aſſiſt them Adee pern But if on the | j 
other Hand it cannot be ſheun, that by ſuch Procedure any one 
perſon whatſdever has become a Decy pherer, then it Remy to 
be as plain, that tlie Art of E Feri is hot thereby Ail⸗ 
covered 10 Nestea O61 o£; H ttt 07 Bro ou 4d 
And as L take! this to be the Truth of che Caſs, 4 8 may wen DL 
be expected on all future Occaſions, that an Artiſt ſhall 'chooſe | 
9 to offer up his Cypher, rather than endeavour to ſuppreſs 
For my own Part if L were ſubpoenbad to give Evidencõ 
—— a Letter, which / I had decyphered; in reg ard beth t- 
my own Vindication and the juſt Merits of the Cauſe depend- Þ 
ing, I ſhould defire of all Things, that; ſome reaſonable Time\be- 
fore the Trial, I might have leave to communicate my 1 th 
to the Council om both Sides. If this Favour! were allowed me, 10 
the Subſtance of my Evidence at the Bar would water | 
reducible to ſome ſuch Form as this a 
© It is well known, that Il have begksivendill in the Art 67 
40. Decyphering from my Louth, and Lean produce Witneſſes. 
© of undoubted Reputation, who have framed Letters im Cy 
% pher, on Purpoſe to put me to. a Tryal, and have "generally. 
found my Decyphering to agree with the original Keys, which 
© had been concealed from me. I do not pretend, that this has 
te, conſſlanilſ been my Caſe, for it muſt be owned, that ng 
© Cyphers have proved too hard for me. But I am ready t 
communicate à ſmalt Collection of Letters decyphered by 
me, which were written in the Time of-the civil Wars, and 
© in very perplexed or intricate Cyphers. My Interpretation 
en 6 FRE: Perfectiy well. agrees Pf the . Hiſtories, in thoſe 
= imes; 3 


e 5comds Wu en i ofa BU here, Sure =, 
auger 593 vodtih wo ant ni 1949705 HÞ - 17 
EIN decyphered, Mo Wot WH gr Sing hs + 
> © Cont nd given th Rene of it ning tothe: bait of 

5 to Sil and quien! Rut being unwilling, that a Thing of 
LF: {ogie a Kind hond wholly neſt unn my own Judgment, 1 
F.. hee leid my Bapers befond the learned: Council Far their In- 
. action, Ji hey have. bad finſt a true Copy: ot; the Letter in 
ber enly. that it might be better boi ſeen, in what Form 
7 it came to my Hands; then the Interpretation by itſtif ina 
+ ff-legible Character, that dt might with the leſs Difficulty. be 
Nr ; and aſterwards vl htotether, the Mecyphering beirg ſo 
. eee ths: the Cypher may be diſtincthy apphed to it; 
and chat both nugkt be compered with tie greater +Baſe to 
F<. them&lves, and tb thelewhnin they may have been pjoaitd to 
' - ©,call-to their Afbitance, they have in the laſt Place had the 
Ke, as T have collected it put of the Decypheripg, ſu far as 
ir * actually there made Uſe of. 
A any Perſon concern d remain unſatisfied with my en 
5 725 in any Part of it, and can advance a better in its 
ead, I ſhall readily retract my on, and receive his; ſot it 

er is a0 new Thing with us, that in our firſt Trials a Miftake i is 
** Omctimes commit tefl. and afterwards corrected: by: beurer 
INE This is the utmoſt proof 1 1 that the Letter n 
r pher d right. If I am ask d, by what Gueſſes or Steps I began 
and proceeded to make the Diſcovery, I Hope I ſhall be ex- 
_ « cus d from anſwering any ſuch Queſtion. For, beſides that my 
true Anſwer to it would, as 1 conceive, no ways affect the 
main Queſtion, whether the Letter be rightly decypher d; 
it might tend to reveal eee an nn which . at 4 


. Ends P. c. 2 bas bet fall Eeebing vety 022 upon this Head. He 
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. thn ina ave; Shs Kinds, « 2 Bode the / Naturs, of, it * 4 
* ought to continue 10. I have no perſonal or private Inteveſt 
8 17 Of cancealin i: whas}-hnow a of. it. Da aun 


Vays of. Eng were known, Writers would guard | ageinſt I 


« them, wou'd render the oy ſtill harder, which is hard'es 
enough already, and would either i impr the old, r invent 
« a petfectly new Sort of Cypher; ſo at e might be next to 
<« impoſlible for me or any one elſe to decypher it, at leaſt wien 
ſuch A Mb Pf Fe ee Nen ity, of aſt ane 
to require.” 3 


* 


ee 4 5 


La) 


of 3 8 
4 r \ 
3 7; 13 FI ; * * #t ww $. AA 


nen his Friend fot having pen! 4 EVE RIF to his Shi, ima Bi: 
and tells us, ** it'was ur 3 times in, — A ppredendldiais 8Þp- 
e ticular Aus lions p propo went too far Hoſes bs them mig ht not 
** only be a great Prejudice to bimſelf. us x any we with rdgand: to fa fre 
*© which lay in very few Hands, and:was of that Nature AT PRESENT, | 
continue ſo; bike alſo of great Derriment ro the Publict, the Sa xy of of. 
* might often depend v his Art.. Indeed? Is the Art of [ah 2 KS q 
preſent? and will it not be of the ſame Nature hereafter? o Sn ing Are. 1 
what Detriment ſhall. hefall the: Publick. in. anotber Age, when it ean h of no' Pre- 
judice to himſelf as a Ne herer ? No.. This cannot be the Mea ing either f 
the Artift or of his Defend For tho? the Words:hitherto quoted may well — 
nough bear this Conſiruſtion: if in Truth they are capable of any,) tete is 1 
1 — in what immediately follows, — ae ſo conſiſtent u ith᷑ ic. Bow 
then? Is the Expreſſion [at 7 A ome. unaccountable, Aceident gov into a 
wroug Place? and have I had the Honour to corre# a corrupted 3 any to, |! 
reſtore the true Reading? Or, in ſhort, has this Conjuring Art had a han: 
Hiffuence on our Author, and turnꝰd alk his intended Compliments, wks waer 1 
gee related to it, into o. Satire and \ Roalicule 7 5 


S I 
TD h * 75 85 
£35 OLD 8 . 

EIS. OT. Ve 
$74 N . 

2 * 
N Ef? e ” 15 "> % 
9 5 

. . 1 
2 
= - 4 2 . * 9 
GY 3 * 
* 8 2 ONT 
4. * A 
- * N 
. * 
, 


A * * 1 1 
g 2 : > 2 "NE 
SS 3 3 97 + 2 S\ 
n e 2 Lge: — + = 
-_——_ q 


n I uns cl 1 OY HE ie Wo, 15 0 K II . whe, * 
4 * 22 LEG 10 l veg] on il : 81 Int Vado 0¹ Wong by 


Is 2 
d. ""#Þ. © 35 
. I * 

15 5 


-- the 
3 # | a — * "4 8 * 
P 4 A & Fr H x o 
. j 
* 8 7 


1 
* a 7 * 
4s l l = iS = , — yn pF oS — 
N f 1 1 0 3 1 / 
5 ; — — Af — A = CHAS Ld 
1 po fe X. = = 4 6 a * Ui fp. * — 
* N. 1 La i \ 75 - " 1 * — 
21 =— „ LF. K 


. n 
"a * 
3 2 3 1 9 
* 2 PS. 1 * 
FT: = 4 = * * 
FEW * "= p 4 
65 . 
—_. - 1 £ 1 


8 4 


— 


Fe 1 af ; A” 2h ; 2 a tg = Th 7 r * a 4 | | 
. Narr Bing % e 1 750 70175 13777 en 0 * "4 
My > Is. © | N 


132 
* 2 - + — N 4 i 9 W $ Re | 11 2 1 : I - 
55 Is 1511 n F LOAOETLY 15538 3 17 ST obey 21 1 140 lat! 
2 0 . . 3 «+ 1 : An „ Ar 
44 


. N FTP Tear! 4k to the Cgalalies e „ 
the Bookſellers, was publiſh d by Order of the Houſe l 
aof Commons a Colledion of Letters and other Wri- ' 
IVES inge, &c. in yhich Book the following Paſſages, 
fort among others; are addreſſed to the Reader.. 
Im moſt of theſe Letters the principal and material Words 
F- « and Names of Perſons and Places were writ in Cypher, but 
i have been exactly decypher'd by the Keys or Tables, which 
ie were found together with them. 
In ſeveral of them there were uſed Figararive Words or 
| — Words of Cabal; the Meaning of which is conjectured from 
« the Tenor and Senſe of the Correſpondence, as (in the Alle - 
« oories uſed between Mr. Coleman and the Nuncio) the Word 
75 e appears to ſignity Adverſaries; Heller. 25 Friends; 
cc C | 
Some of the Letters ſeiz d at Mr. Coleman's are not decy- 
0 pherable by all or any of the Keys found, of which, howe- 
«© yer, one is thought fit to be publiſhd, which | 1s inſerted to- 
* * wards the End.” . 
In a Letter from Monſieur Sr. Cermain to Mr. 9 4 p- 
, &c. I find ſeveral Numbers decypher d, ſuch as 29 the 
Date, 93 the Dutcheſs, 163 the King of France, 488 his Con- 
2 zoo be Catholicks, 26 a Pen,.on, 80 Money, &c. 4 2 
The 
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. F writ to 1 Mr. Colenins by the 1 Lite Earl of. Berkſhire weer 7 "8 3 
We Horrowed Name of Rice. The Names of principal Men ad 
Matters are therein expreſſed in Words of Cabal or Cypher ; 0 


< a > 
CY 


£ q Which there was nat any Key found to open and OT 
But at the Cammirtee of Lordi there was the following: Roy.” 
N . made; but made by Conje@ure only; and therefore it is net 
„ warranted for pri: 5h But the Reader may uſe this or bs 
1 ' © own Senſe and Conjecture upon the four or five of the Let. 

4 e ters here oxhibited” - Then follows the Key, part of which im 1 
is this; Brother or Aunt or Lady, the Duke of Mrz; Lady's + 
Siſter, the King; Lady's Niece, the Duke of Menmouth ;; La. 
ay he rob Remiſn E Plenipatentiary, Lord + bf A ; 3 


” 
— * "> 


1 The Letter, which was undecypheruble by any af thair e 
= is from Albani, then lately returned from his Nunciature 4 
Bruſſels. It bears date at Rome, Jan. 12, 1075 and ſo much 
of it, as we are concerned with, is thus printed, p. 121. n. 
« 1 hat which you propoſe touching 51666299669 9 41 whinh - 
„ is 667177 $76661676676 cannot be put in Execution g6660t 
— * 2516756665667 but with the 77769991669961 69997669961 _ 
* of all $167917766629664996719, and WY 66719 i776690 
* compriſing 96669991 5167919471 71416991 you may then 
BB <« confider, if in the Lands where they are at preſent rrανο 
- BB * 6654566646267919680204 it would be to Purpeſe for the 
'M © Intereſt of the Duke, to put in publick an Affair of ſuch a Na? 
E ture as this, of which I can. alla you with Truth, and the 
“ Duke may be perſwaded is what. 6699776691636 4$19 1076+ 3 
7 276646171996476716251679766649 1616267963204 will im: 
« ploy 668127 and 5108126 and 51 e for 5166 
* 9191649 t e eee 9 
679981204 ſeeing that Rome and the Emperor have a moſt 
Ms particular Zeal and Attection ee that WINES 8885 it. Oc. 
1 1 As. 1 
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th oy to! "French." 4 could with, "hat Al =o" reſt — the L 
. ter mad. been publiſhed in French as well as in Bngltfs:: It 7 
en have appear d, that in the third Break, after the Cypher 
beg — 0 Maſenline Singular, and that in the fourtii 400 s 
. ſculins Plural; it would alſo have appear'd; in what Num- 
pn uw Len and Perſon. we were to have read 207 imply. We ſhould - 
then have ſeen, that inſtead of conipri/ing we muſt. read cam. 
Fri ſed; we ſhould very probably have ſeen; that Lands is an 
- Error. of the "Tranſlator, occaſioned. by his reading Terres in. v4 
ſtead of Termes; that he has rendered on where inſtead of 
F., wherein, and added they by his own Authority; in a Word, 
we ſhould have been enabled to correct the Tranſlation, or the 
1 e, in divers other Particulars. ; 
It cannot well be expected, that where the Language has . 
= ſuffered ſo much, the Cypher ſhould eſcape unhurt. The Mil: 
takes, which I can account for in it, are theſe; 6 for 7 in four 
Places, 6 for 1 once, 4 for 5 once, and 4 for 2 once; 6 is left 
out in one Place, and ſo is 1 in two Places, all which wee 
_. eaſily re&ified ; in one Word there was great Confuſion, which 
at length was ſet to rights by ſupplying 4 in its proper Place. 
From theſe Notices ſome other Perſon may receive Advantages; 
which I had not, towards decyphering this Piece; but Iam 
ſorry. to inform him after all, that two or three Words are in 
fo deplorable a Condition, that I doubt the molt skilful Hand 


wml hardly ever be able to recover them. 
MVSEV N | 


_ HN I A NICYMJ | 


— 
8 . 
„ - 
J : i 
3 N 
2 ; 1 
1 * + Q k 
* 1 79 6 
* 
* 


. 


Ae in neren 2 


— EZ 


a : | 4 . Hi eronymi vile Open 0 „ 40 icitur 0 Jen 40 — 
wor 1 "wy 5 S tate Rei. publieæ recenſione. Dale. K "Bajo, A. M. jar Tomes: in Tele. bs 


5 8 *# 43 tag * 1 A 3 ; 4 oY 17% . 
* 


5 : ; 4 f fo 75 7 4 8 
= | e Teil Cltlning: : "ovate Edita; 3 cum Notis perperuis, & 7 oli r 
[ ? Laim, numeris Elegiacis pataphiaBiica e 2 EM 


9 Too Epiſtles to Mr. Pope, concerning the Authors of he 
3 Fe thor of the Univerſal Paſſion, 


The Merchant by the fame Author, © 


Ie . 


> Yo 


The Art of Politicks, in Imitation of Moron 8 Art of ey. my TY | 
Harlequin Horace: Or, The Art of modern Poetry. 


Stowe, The Gardens of the Right Honourable Richard Lord Viſcount Cobham. 
Ade to Mr. Pope. Price 16. 


— 
« 


The Progreſs of Love. In four Eclogues. I. Uncertainty, To Mr. Pope, W. 7 
Hope To the Right Honourable George Doddington, 2 III. Jealouſy, 0 
Edward Malpole, Eſq; IV. Poſſeſſion, To the Right Honourable the Lord * 4 
ſcount Cobham, Ottavo, Price 6 d. Advice to a Lady by the ſame. : 


— + The had Works of Virgil, by 7. Trapp, D. D. in 3 Vols. Duodecimo, with 
KF Cuts. Thoughts on the — llt Things, Death, J Heaven and Hell, 
"Wy the lame Author. 


6.0 Where may 'be had ths SpeQators, Tatlers, Guardians, Frecholder, Love =. 2 
and Reader; Books in the L. and, thier Sciences ; with you Variety 1. j 
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